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PREFACE 

“Men never turn rogues witliout turning 
fools”, said Thomas Paine, the great American 
revolutionary writer. This truly applies to the 
authors of the anti-Indian propaganda carried 
on in the United States by our rulers and their 
Indian hirelings. I do^not agree with the Hin- 
dustan Times* that the British are good propa- 
gandists. I agree with the view of a reputed 
member of Lord Linlithgow’s cabinet, who said 
(of course in a private talk) that the British 
propaganda is simply clumsy and stupid. 

The success of any Government propaganda 
should not be judged by the number of papers 
subsidised by a Government for the dirty job 
of maligning a helpless nation whose leaders in 
concentration camps are deprived of the oppor- 
tunity to hit back, on the contrary it should be 
judged by the reactions of the man on the 
street — the common man (in the words of Henry 
Wallace.) “Tell Gandhi keep the British hitting”, 
was the message average Americans always gave 
me throughout the United States. -Judging from 
this standard the anti-Indian propaganda in 
America miserably failed except for a short 

•The Editorial referred to is printed after the Preface, 
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duration in 1942 when British propagandists hoped 
that by discrediting Gandhi and the Indian 
National Congress as friends of Japan they 
would be able to convince Americans that 
nationalist India was in secret alliance, with the 
Japanese. It might have been a clever move 
but it fell flat when honest and bold Americans 
like Ambassador William Phillips and General 
Chiang-Kai-Shek, the Head of the Chinese 
Government, told President Roosevelt and the 
American people that the Indian National 
Congress was more anti-fascist than any allied 
government. The chief British weapon was to 
depict Congress leaders as friends of Japan and 
therefore enemies of China, America and Russia. 
When I managed to leave for America last year, 
the British censors in Bombay went to the ex- 
treme stupidity of conflscating all photographs 
of Gandhi and Nehru fraternising with Chiang- 
Kai-Shek. I had secured a whole set of pictures 
to show them to American friends but the 
censors in Bombay confiscated them without 
giving any reasons. 

I have no hesitation in stating that I was 
granted a passport to the IJ. S. A. on the strict 
understanding that I would not indulge in lectur- 
ing. I tried to keep my word and devoted most 
of my time to historical research on the ancient 
relations between Hindu, Astic, Maya and Inca 
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cultures of America. But the British authoriti» 
compelled me to break my pledge, sinoe they 
depicted me as an agent of Japan and tried to- 
prove that my book “Vanishing Empire” waa 
almost certainly published by the Japanese 
Government” (I am quoting from, a memoran- 
dum written by the British Secretary of the 
Indian Agency General. I managed to take 
into my possession the original document which 
was however snatched from me in Karachi 
(where I was thrown in the Military lock-up on 
my return to India.) 

I accepted their challenge and fought them 
every hour of my stay in America. Thereafter, 

I twice visited the White House and acquainted 
President Roosevelt with theo whole situation in 
India. I supplied him all the banned and under- 
ground literature on British cruelties perpetrated 
in India during the revolution of 1942. I was 
received by the Secretary of State, Oordel Hull, 
Madam Perkins, Minister of Labour, Mr. Henry 
Wallace (then Vice-President), Mr. Wendell 
Wilkie and several dozen leading politicians of 
the United States, Central and South America. 
I met most of the Ambassadors of the United 
Nations and also neutral countries. I was 
invited to a dinner by leaders of the Senhte and 
the Congress in the Senate building where I waa 
asked to speak on India.' During the three 
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months that spent in Washington I devoted 
nearly twenty hours a day in acquainting the 
American ’ leaders with the true situation in 
India. " I secured hundreds of propaganda docu- 
ments* circulars, pamphlets, : books and ‘strictly 
confidential notes for British .Officials only’ dis- 
tributed by. Halifax & Co. 

How I managed to smuggle those documents to 
India will however remain ai secret. Some of these 
materials were • published in the form of articles 
in the.Bindustan Bmes and several other papers. 
Several nationalist leaders and editors advised 
me to print the articles in book-form and this is 
the result'.' I had never planned to publish a 
book on the subject but the attitude adopted by 
the Government of India and its spokesman. 
Sir Sultan Ahmed, compelled me to incorporate 
my articles into a book so that the truth may be 
revealed not only to the people in India but in 
the United Statesi China, Russia, England and 
all other parts of the world where British Pro- 
paganda has been trying to mislead public opi- 
nion against India. 

WHO IS A LIAE ? 

Sir Sultan Aimed as gramophone of his Bri- 
tish masters has made some very ridiculous state- 
ments in the Central Legislature in coimection 
with the facts brought out by me in my articlea 
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(*) He says the statements contained there- 
in are ninety per cent lies'. Any reader 
can see that I have simply reproduced 
most of the propaganda circulated by 
his department and his master’s— the 
British Information Services. If the 
original publications of British and 
Indian information offices in Washing- 
ton are full of lies I cannot be held 
responsible. A statement does not 
become a lie by mere reproduction and 
I can claim to have reproduced their 
propaganda truths very faithfully. So 
the charge of publishing lies rests on 
the shoulders of the authors of the 
original propaganda literature. 

^m) Sir Sultan denies that any Anti-Indian 
books have been published, subsidised 
or circulated by the Indian Information 
Office in Washington. I repeat that 
the following books among others were 
definitely arranged to be published, 
subsidised and circulated in the United 
States and other countries. 

O) What does Qandhi want f by T. A. 

Baman. 

C'A) A Report on India by T. A. Raman. 

<3<) This Indm 1^ P^er Muir. 
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(4) India Against the Storm by Post 

Wheeler. 

(5) Verdict on India by Blreveey Nichols. 

(6) Mother India by Katherine Mayo. 

The exact number of copies purchased and 

circulated by British and Indian propaganda 
offices in Washington is mentioned in the text 
and I declare that Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai per- 
sonally admitted having circulated these books. 

He gave me a copy of Raman’s book “What 
does Gandhi want?” and I secured free copies 
of about two dozen books from his office. I have 
' them all in my possession and have shown them 
to Gandhiji and several other leaders and editors 
in India. Sir Sultan must have those books in 
his office. If his assistants have not shown him 
the books I can supply him gratis. 

{in) I repeat that the authors of these pub- 
‘ lications were generously subsidised and 

enjoyed the hospitality of "'the Govern- 
ment of India and through them the 
leading Princes. Some of them were 
whole-time paid agents and their tours 
were arranged by Sir Sultan’s depart- 
ment. Only ‘liars’ can deny these hund- ' 
red per cent triiths and I am sorry for 
Sir Sultan who has been misinformed 
! by his office of misinformation. 
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<*■») Sir Sultan denies that Sir Q-irja Shan- 
har ‘Bajpai spies on Indians in the 
U. S. A. He calls the allegation a 
black lie. This allegation was made 
by Mr. G. L. Mehta and not by me, 
but it is true. Sir Girja Shankar did 
so in my case and definitely tried 
to get Shridharani, the famous writer, 
sent back to India to be locked in 
prison. I had brought with me a 
copy of Sir Girja’s letter admitting 
that fact, but that document was seized 
by the Police Officer who arrested me 
at Karachi. Sir Sultan can see the 
document. This complaint against 
Bajpai was general amongst the Indian 
residents of U. S. A. 

(r) Sir Siiltan may deny a hundred times 
but it is a fact that Sir Girja Shankar 
costs India 52 thousand dollars a year 
which is more than the salary of the 
President of the United States of Ame- 
rica. Sir Sultan cleverly avoids telling 
us the amount paid in generous al- 
lowances and the palatial mansion 
occupied by Sir Girja. . Who pays for 
it if not the tax-payer of India ? Total 
up the figures and it comes to fifty -twa 
thousand dollars • a „yea% ..Similarly 
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does Ms Assistant get a larger salary 
than the Secretary of the State Depart- 
ment in Washington. 

(t>t) Sir Sultan denies that the British In- 
formation Services and the Indian 
Information Office ever distributed co- 
pies of Miss Mayo’s notorious book, 
while thousands of politicians, profes- 
sors, libraries, schools and radio stations 
received free copies. Some persons re- 
ceived two copies each. The book was 
being distributed by two agencies even 
last year when I was in Washington. 
Who does not - know that the late Miss 
Mayo was a guest of the Viceroy, 
Governors and Princes and was given 

' fullest assistance by the Government 
of India. 

(m) Sir Sultan denies that there are ten 
thousand British propagandists at work 
in the U. S. A. and ridicules the state- 
ment that there were three thousand 
British officials in America last year. 
He says there are only three British 
< officials. He does not know that the 
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Government deny the fact, , , 

/'«*«) Sir Sultan denies the fact that Es. ^5 
to 26 lakhs per year were spent in ,the 
United States on ardii-India.n pro- 
paganda in the years 1942 ?, 194^., ; Ho 
gives the figures for the, current year 
and not the stormy years , when the 
propaganda was in full swing. He 
does not give any figures for 1942-43. 
In his estimate does he include .the 
.following — 

(а) expenses of Sir Girja Shankar Baj- 

pai’s office ; ' ‘ ' 

(б) expense incurred on tons df publicity 

materials, posters, pamphlets, cablds 
sent to the United States of America 
by air ; ' • ■' • ■■■ 

(c) expenses incurred on sending the var- 
ious stooges such as “Sanna mission*’^ 
(which cost more than two lakhs 
alone), and entertainments given in 

honour of the stooges ; . 

{d) expenses incurred on the special pub- 
licity officer maintained for pr^ar- 
ing literature sent to America^ ; 
(e) expeitees on air travel to Ameriea 
incurred by the offldals of his Depart- 
ment who have had luxury n 
America at fhort inlel^ala?- » 
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It is no use further questioning his state- 
ments since they are all based on coinplete 
ignorance. Although ignorance is no excuse in 
law, yet I am prepared to forgive Sir Sultan, 
ex-Law Member for his ignorance because I 
have always known him as a man of high 
talents and great culture for which Patna his 
home town is famous. I can only sympathise 
with him for playing into the hands of interest- 
ed subordinates. 

AMERICA REPLIES TO BRITAIN 

Britain’s main excuse for its domination of 
India is the lack of communal agreement in 
India. America has given the fittest reply to 
the British Government. British propagandists 
have wasted millions of dollars in America on 
telling the Americans how difScult, even impossi- 
ble, it is to work out the solution of the com- 
munal probleia in India. These propagandists 
forget that the United States of America ran 
up against similar problems in the Phillipines. 
The British argument is that India has a 
variety of races and languages. The Phillipines 
have no less than forty-three ethnographic groups 
with forty-three different languages and dialects 
on the 7083 islands which make up the archi- 
jpelago, India is definitely one . geographical 
unit and has hardly a dozen dialects mostly from 
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the same mother— Sanskrit. The imperialist- 
propagandists dwell upon the conflict of religions 
in India, but they forget that the Phillipihes have 
many religions too. If the Phillipines can be 
educated in 30 years and a date fixed for their 
complete independence next year why cannot 
India be treated similarly ? Where there is a 
will there is a way. British imperialism has 
thrived on propaganda long enough, it cannot 
fool the world, not even the Brirish people any 
longer. We must continue to expose and fight 
British propaganda in every part of the World. 
We must fight British imperialism on the home 
front as well as abroad specially in England and 
America. A struggle is inevitable and we must 
prepare for it NOW. 

: , VANDE .MATRAM I / • ^ : 


Bombay^ 

September, 2S, 1945. 


CHAiMAN BAh. 


A MENDACIOUS CAMPAIGN* 

The British are good propagandists, whatever 
may be the tributes they pay Dr. Goebbels. For 
some years now we have been receiving reports 
of the intensive propaganda that the British 
Government and their subsidiary agencies are 
carrying on in the United States against the 
Indian nationalist movement. This week we 
have published in the columns of this paper a 
series of articles on the nature of this propa- 
ganda by an Indian journalist who was recently 
in the U. S. A. The correspondent makes as- 
tounding revelations, though nothing should be 
astounding about British propaganda against 
this country. No misrepresentation seems to be 
too bad,, no calumny too vile. Many of our 
readers, like ourselves, could never have 
imagined the depths to which British and British- 
inspired propagandists could descend. The cam- 
paign is particularly directed against the Cong- 
ress and Mahatma Gandhi. British propaganda 
hopes that by discrediting them, it could cheat 
Indians of self-government. Ten thousand pro- 
pagandists of every hue have been kept busy 

• Editoital of Hfndostan Times of 17/2/ ‘45 referred to in ther 
Preface. 
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with guidance notes, background material, press 
releases and more insidious prompting. We are 
sorry that the list includes outstanding Ameri- 
can journals and journalists, professore and 
missionaries. We are sorry to find that the 
Royal Bank of Canada and the Federal Council' 
of the Churches of America should have taken 
a hand in it. The British Embassy is a powerful 
centre of contacts and it is no wonder that the 
British Government are lavishly spending about 
four orores of rupees a year to defend their 
policy in this country. It is a rather peculiar 
irony that Lord Halifax, who as Lord Irwin 
attained a certain shortlived reputation for 
statesmanship in this country, should be the 
patron-saint of this campaign. The Americans 
are a great people but some of them may be- 
gullible. It is no matter of surprise that some 
of them even out of mere motiveless malignity,, 
should have been persuaded to lend their names 
to. anti-Indian bulletins and articles. Papers 
like the New York Herald Tribune, journalists- 
like Dorothy Thompson, have been successfully 
drawn into the magic circle. Hre office of the 
Indian Government’s Agent-General is a subsi- 
diary agency which, for some reason or other,, 
has to keep step with the Embassy, To questions- 
in the Central Assembly, Sir Olaf Oaroe gave 
sfime naive replies denying the existence of 
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‘secret funds’- and affirming that nothing that is 
not published in India is being allowed to be 
published in America. We shall know more of 
that, for this G-overnment, of all Governments in 
the world, is not expected to be frank or respon- 
isible. 

The substance of the propaganda material is, 
ihowever, too clumsy and ridiculous to make any 
lasting impression. Indian agents have been 
employed to give a sense of verisimilitude. There 
liave been many painful desertions among the 
A-mericans themselves from the ranks of free- 
dom. But we are reliably informed that a feel- 
ing of satiation has already spread among the 
Americansi that while they may still imagine 
*ome difficulties about settling the Indian pro- 
Mem, they can no longer be fooled about the 
anain question of Indian freedom. How long 
•can the Americans believe that the Four Free- 
doms are applied to India ? How many of them 
•could be persuaded to believe, even at the time, 
that Mahatma Gandhi undertook his fast of 
1943 to help the Japanese ? How do the Indian 
anembers of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
like the assumption that if the British ele- 
ment in the Council is removed, the . repre- 
■iSentation of Indian parties and interests in the 
Oouncil would become irritatingly unbalanced ? 
How did the Americans, who happened to- 


. A mendacious campaign xxi 

see it, like the confidential circular admitting 
that the Viceroy did not allow Mr. Bajagopala- 
chari to see the Mahatma in jail because it 
would encourage the ‘open rebellion’ ? In another 
confidential circular, British propaganda told 
Americans, long after Mahatma Gandhi had 
condemned the violence in a letter to the Viceroy, 
that he was not allowed to see Mr. Jinnah in 
jail because he had not condemned the distur- 
bances. Does Mr. Jinnah like the compliment 
that his suggestion to Mahatma Gandhi to open 
negotiations was mere political window-dres- 
sing ? In a news release, it is claimed that the 
Frontier, Assam and other so-called self-govern- 
ing provinces ‘have approximately the same 
powers as a State of the United States.’ The, 
President’s Personal Representative, Mr. Phil- 
lips, himself was refused an interview with 
Mahatma Gandhi because - the Government ; of 
India were anxious to do nothing which would 
damp the enthusiasm of all those wide and 
powerful sections of India which were giving 
such splendid co-operation in the war effort;’ In 
a piece of historical fantasy, the Americans are 
asked to imagine what Europe would be if India 
had conquered it, with the shameless claim that 
if the Muslims have the right to be in India, 
the British also have a similar right. Sometimes 
the abortions are too brasssnly naive, for 
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in the same pamphlet it is said that ‘every 
Englishman today fully subscribes to the ideolo- 
gy which lays down that it is wrong for one 
i*ace to rule another against its will* Will the 
British kindly shout tt from the housetops in 
India? 

How long will this last ? The Americans, 
who have an attachment to first principles, know 
that freedom should know no qualification, that 
Indians deserve freedom as much as anyone 
else. They have had it from the Personal Re- 
presentative of the President himself. But we 
would ask the State Department why it should 
allow this campaign of calumny issuing from 
the British Embassy ? The Department, accord- 
ing to OUT correspondent, refused to grant 
passports to India to certain propagandists 
sponsored by the British Ministry of Information. 
If so, the U. S. Government are wiser than the 
American Press. But will the’State Department 
take steps to put an end to the wrong done to 
a people whose pnly fault is that they insist 
on freedom ? Will the Department stop all 
facilities offered to British propaganda which 
has by now played itself out? We would ask 
the Government of India too when they will 
stop this game of frightening people here and 
MiflfSpg people ateoad ? Sir Olaf Oaroe may be 
oomtent.toj suggest #iat India’s Agent-Genera 
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does not put out in America anything that is 
not put out in India, but few will be deceived 
by this assurance. Cannot Sir G. S. Bajpai, if 
he aspires to serve his country more than he 
serves his alien masters, stop at least the more 
atrocious libels not only on the Congress but on 
the whole country? “I merely sign the bills,” 
he seems to have told our correspondent referr 
ing to his role. Is he being paid only to sign 
bills? The truth is ho is not so guiltless. He 
can be convicted out of his own mouth. 









CHAPTER I 


THE HOLY BRIGADE 

Lord Halifax (formerly Lord Irwin, the Holy 
Christian) British Ambassador is working at 
the helm of a brigade of ten thousand British 
propagandists in America. 

, ^ • 3 ?;- 

It costs Britain four crores of rupees a year, 
while the amount spent fromHndian tax-payers' 
funds is shrouded in secrecy by jugglery of 
various budgets at the disposal of Sir Girja Shan- 
kar Bajpai, world's costliest ambassador. 

-t- 

British propaganda agents virtually crawl all 
(wer the city. There are hundreds of them here. 
They have taken rooms, placed their key repre- 
sentatives in almost every hotel where delegates 
and Press representatives are quartered. That 
gives them an advantage of keeping an eye on 
all that transpires. Every evening the B. I. S. 
toss cocktail dinner parties for ‘strictly ‘big 
shots' Whenever they will line-up really power- 
ful names such as top-ranking puMishers, column- 
ists and commentators, they brin^ in Mr. Eden 
the “■dazzler" to give them a frank diplomatic 
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“o# the record” sates talk. That is wha.t is known 
in tins country as Hnfluencing the influencersT 

~(San Francisco Cable to the Hindusta>j 
Times.) ' 


America is the happy hunting-ground of antl- 
^ ndia propagandists. They are not to be found 
in tens or hundreds. There are nearly 10,000 
of them engaged in the brisk trade of slander- 
ing India. 


his is nothing new. Mr. Churchill, Viscount 
Simon, the late Lord Lytton, and many other 
no ec British Imperialists have been deputed 
to America from time to time to do damage 
to the cause of India’s freedom. Only, the 
gatoon has swollen into a division under Lord 
Halifax, known as the ‘Holy man.’ 

Why lis Great Brithin spending millions — of 
our money as well as hers— to defame India 

on the American continent ? It is because India 
looks to the iiberty-loving people of America 
lor sympathy and moral support in her struggle 
and Britain is determined to deprive us of that 
sympathy and support, 

No one knows exactly how far this cam- 

f expense, because most 

of the funds spent from India are “secret funds” 
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not votable by the Indian Legislature, One 
estimate has it that the Indian Government 
spends several lakhs of rupees a year and that 
the British Government spend about 10 to 12 
million dollars a year (four crores of rupees) 
in the United States for defending British policy 
in India. 

HOW IT BEGAN 

For the British Government this is no new 
policy. They have been carrying on organized 
propaganda against India since the last war. 
Mr. Rustomjee was the first Indian propagandist 
imported to America. Montagu’s declarations 
on India were extensively publicized in America 
and the people there were told that India would 
eventually get self-government, but that so 
far she was not fit for it. The excuses for 
British procrastination, as given by the pro- 
pagandists, were : illiteracy, the caste system, 
child marriages, the Hindu-Muslim problem, 
etc. 

After the war the British Government in- 
vited, at the expense of the Indian Government, 
many educationists, missionaries and others 
from America for the special purpose of mal- 
igning India. Katherine Mayo was the queen 
of these morale-boosters. Over 1,000,000 copies 
of her drain-inspector’s repcnrt. Mother Indian 
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were distributed in America. All members of 
Congress, high officials of the country, educa- 
tionists, clubs, societies, churches, business 
organizations, even schools and colleges, were 
supplied with copies of her book. Some received 
as many as three copies — free, of course. Even 
today copies of this book are distributed free 
by the British Information Service which is 
under the direct supervision of that great 
‘Christian,’ Lord Halifax, ex-Viceroy of India. 
In the month of August 1942, people who were 
listening in on a radio broadcasting station 
in Boston were frequently exhorted to read 
Miss Mayo’s book. The name of the sponsor 
of this programme remained a secret but it 
would not be difficult to guess. 

BAJPAI’S JOB 

For the past three years anti-Indian pro- 
paganda in America has been vigorously carried 
on by the British Imperialists both through 
their officials and their propaganda agents. 
The Government of India have, of course, been 
paying a prescribed quota of the expense on 
these campaigns. With the arrival of Sir Girja 
Shankar Bajpai as India’s first Agent-General 
and of Mr. J. Hennessey as Information Officer, 
the office of the Agent-General became the 
centre of guidance on anti-Indian propaganda 
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to the various , British publicity agents. Such 
guidance notes and data were usually received 
by cable or through the diplomatic mail-bag 
from the Secretary of State for India, the 
Home Secretary of the Government of India 
and the Information Officer in the India Office 
in London. The sources of inspiration until re- 
cently were Sir Frederick Puckle (now adviser 
to Lord Halifax), the Information Department 
in India and Mr. Joyce of the India Office. 

Mr. Hennessey started issuing releases to a 
large mailing list which was prepared with the 
co-operation of the British Information Services 
\ formerly called the British Library of Informa- 
tion). These releases were of three types : 

1. Vital guidance notes — sent only to British 
officials and a number of well-tried and trusted 
pro-British Americans who were actively en- 
gaged in carrying on British propaganda in the 
United States. 

2. Background material — confidential, but 
could be used publicly without revealing its 
source. Sent to a somewhat wider clientele. 

3. Press releases— sent to a public mailing 
list. 

These three mailing lists all reached several 
thousands of addresses. Hundreds of books, 
booklets, and pamphlets have also been printed 
and circulated free by this “mis-information. 
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officer” of the G-overnment of India. The Bri- 
tish Information Services have, of course, their 
separate mailing lists which run into hundreds 
of thousands of names. Selected ’material on 
India, some of it based on Hennessey’s guidance 
notes, and other releases, are frequently issued 
by the BIB. 

OVER COCKTAILS 

Much of the propaganda is arranged and 
carried on through personal contacts, corres- 
pondence, informal talks to select influential 
groups, besides the usual means of the radio, 
public meetings, etc. An endless stream of high- 
power propagandists flows from England » every 
week by air and sea. They are sent round the 
country on schedules arranged in advance by 
the secret department of the British Information 
Services and the numerous British consulates 
scattered throughout America. These propa- 
gandists, who include members of the British 
Cabinet, make public speeches, give information 
talks, and try in every possible way to convince 
important groups of newspaper men, business 
men and educationists that Britain has honest 
intentions of granting freedom to the people of 
India. Cocktail parties and tea parties at the 
British Embassy and consulates are specially 
arranged in honour of these distinguished pro- 
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pagandists SQ, that newspaper men, college 
professors, bankers, industrialists and others of 
in fluence and high standing, are invited to meet 
them. Strangely enough, the British are able 
to play upon an unexplained weakness of a 
certain class of Americans who get a thrill of 
superiority and feel proud when invited to a 
gathering that has as its guest of honour Lord 
or Lady So-and-So. 

This is strengthened further by international 
marriages between the daughters of wealthy 
Ainericans and not-so-wealthy Europeans who 
are either ‘pseudo’ or can rightly boast of “noble 
blood-streams.” This has often been the cause 
of unfavourable comment and criticism in the 
United States. It is difficult to understand why 
the Americans, who are so democratic by nature, 
should be so easily influenced by glamorous titles. 
Nevertheless, the fact remains that many Ame- 
rican journalists are easily influenced by men 
like Lord Halifax. 

Sir Frederick Puckle and Mr. Bozman, the 
new Information Secretary of the Government 
of India, who recently came on a visit, met some 
important newspapermen of influence at cocktail 
parties and other functions in the larger cities, 
and even in smaller towns with a population of 
IfljOOO or so, and did their best— or worst-^-to 
prejudice Iheir- minds agaiMt India’s cause fer 
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freedom. It is a sorry fact that some American 
editors, who were friends of India, were “won 
over” to the other side by British propaganda. 
There was, for instance, an editorial in the well- 
known paper. The Nation, which was reprinted 
and widely circulated by Sir Girja Shankar 
Bajpai’s office in Washington. 

THE ‘BEAVE’ TEN THOUSAND 

It is officially estimated that there are about 
10,000 ‘British’ propagandists in the United 
States who are devoting their time exclusively 
to India. They may be classified as follows : 

1. British officials numbering some 3,000, 
whose work is to indirectly influence public 
opinion in England’s favour on the question of 
India’s freedom. 

2. Many British citizens, who are not yet 
^‘naturalized” in America but who have ‘settled’ 
in that country. Many of them hold important 
positions in the Universities, business organiza- 
tions, churches, societies, newspaper offices, etc. 
They number 2,000 or more. 

3. Britishers who have become naturalized 
citizens of America during the past five to 25 
years, with the sole purpose and intention of 
infiltrating into American institutions and ad- 
ministrative and educational groui®. They 
continue to stress the necessity for the British to 
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continue their rule in India. It is estimated that 
since 1929 over 300 British economists, professors, 
business experts and other specially trained and 
educated Britishers have come to America and 
settled there as American citizens. These are 
often referred to as “Beaverbrook’s Bright Boys” 
as it was originally Lord Beaverbrook’s bright 
idea to send these men to America to capture 
key positions in the various walks of life. Many 
of them today are holding high and influential 
positions in the Universities, business and social 
organizations and even in the American Grovern- 
ment. It is sufficient to say that practically 
every department of the United States G-overn- 
ment has one or more of these ex-Britishers 
“planted” in key positions, and among those 
in this group who are actively carrying on 
anti-Indian propaganda are a thousand or 
more. 

4. Pro-British Americans, about 4,000. 
ThesO are people with British associations and 
sympathies due to social, financial or family 
relationships, business interests and educational 
background (c.gf., Rhodes Scholarships), etc. 
Many of these are American Missionaries who 
have been in India and have been won over by 
the British through special favours such as Kai- 
sar-i-Hind medals, pats on the back by Govern- 
ors and other high officials. The nature of the 
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propaganda carried on by members of this group 
seems to be of a particularly vicious type. 

at viceroy’s house 

I shall mention a few instances ; 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Muir were imported 
to India as honoured guests of the Viceroy, 
Governors and ruling Princes in 1942. They 
enjoyed our hospitality for 15 months, then 
brought out a book, packed with poisonous pro- 
paganda, entitled “This Is India.” Mr. Muir was 
an employee of the British Government during 
the first world war. He was regarded as a very 
safe American who could be relied upon to write 
a book against India. He stayed in India from 
March 1942 to the middle of 1943. The manus- 
cript of his book was revised, checked up, re- 
written and re-hashed in the United States by 
the B.LS. The B.I.S. and its Indian appendage 

purchased 30,000 copies of his book for free dis- 
tribution, labelled, '“with the compliments of 
the publishers,” who never knew where the copies 
were sent or actually mailed by the above two 
agencies. 

2. Postwheller has brought out a book en- 
titled “India Against the Storm.” He was a 
diplomat in the American Consulate in India 
and was taken over by the British. He was 
given a “doctorate” by an Indian University and 
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then ‘won over’ to write this book. Prepared 
reviews of this book were sent by the B.I.S. to 
various newspapers. This book was also distri- 
buted “with the compliments of the author, 
under the publisher’s label, all over America. 

STATE DEPARTMENT’S “NO’’ 

Attempts at dispatching certain Americans 
to India were recently made by the British 

Ministry of Information : 

1. Mr. Archer, a Professor of the Yale Uni- 
versity, who was in India for 19 years, was 
recently requested to go back to India. Lord 
Halifax took a personal interest in this matter. 
Mr. Archer, however, was discouraged by the 
U. S. Government and his trip did not materi- 
alize because the Government felt that his trip 
to India would harm the reputation of the 
American people in India. So the plan to plant 
an “independent” American observer, in India 
failed. It is reported that Lord Halifax took 
the matter up with the higher, authorities, but 
failed to make them change their minds. 

2. The British Ministry of Information ar- 
ranged to send a certain American photographer 
' to India to bring back films for use in the 
United States. This photographer applied for a 
passport, but his application was turned dowm 
no doubt for similar reasons. 
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3. A Negro lawyer was also similarly invit- 
ed as an honoured guest by the British Govern- 
ment to visit India, but so far he has not been 
able to get a passport from the U.S. Government. 

The American Government seem to be much 
wiser than the American newspapermen, some 
of whom easily fall into the trap of the British 
Ministry of Information. Among the leading U. S. 
journalists who are openly championing the 
cause of British Imperialism in the American 
Press are Walter Lippman, Dorothy Thompson, 
Major Fielding Elliott, Phillip Simms, Waverly 
Eoot, and Barnet Nover. 

These American journalists have personal 
relations with high British officials, and are 
occasionally guests of honour, but the vast 
majority of the American newspapers are openly 
for India’s freedom and the writers mentioned 
■have miserably failed to prejudice American 
•opinion against India. 

“Britain can’t fool us,” is the common remark 
-on American lips, when you discuss the question 
of India with Americans, and the average Ameri- 
can strongly resenis and hates the propaganda 
that the British carry on against India. 


CHAPTER II 



CLUMSY PROPAGANDA 


Independence of India waidd retard victory. 


Gandhi offers no emstructive programme for 


India 


Gandhi’s fast wovdd only heip Japan. 


'■'■Gandhi for all practical purposes is the 
Congress Party”— BRlTim CONFIDENTIAL CIR- 
CULAR. 


Gandhi is not all India nor all his party 
T. A. RAMAN. 


“^Ml Propaganda is genercMy false hut British 
propaganda is most clumsy and ridiculous ” — A 
MEMBER OF LORD LINLITHGOW’S CABINET. 


While the heart of the U. S., the country of 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, is 
hundred per cent for India’s freedom, there is no 
dearth of persons in that country who can be 
made to disparage India. Most of them are 
persons of British blood and afiflliation with Bri- 
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tish imperialism. Some of them are simply 
attracted by the almighty dollar. 

Most of the articles are written by editors 
who, originally British, have become American 
citizens, like the Chief Editor of the ‘Washington 
Post’, while others are published in papers like 
the ‘New York Times’, which, as everyone 
knows in the States, is a particular ally of the 
British Foreign Office. The largest number of 
anti-Indian writings are contributed to American 
papers by ‘subsidized’ American Missionaries, 
who have enjoyed British hospitality, British 
honours, titles and bounties during their stay in 
India. The British also have their own chain 
of letter -writers whose job is to write ‘Letters to 
the Editor’ in different States arguing against 
Indian independence. 

Here is a typical letter from a British propa- 
gandist in the ‘New York Herald-Tribune’ : — 

“Mr. Gandhi offers no constructive pro- 
gramme for India, while demanding to be re- 
leased at once from a Government which has 
given India the only forward impetus she has 
had for two thousand years. It is not too much 
to say that the only constructive benefits to 
India so far have come through the Christian 
Church and the British Empire. 

“Mr. Gandhi did not have any love for un- 
touchables until he found that the constitution 
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provided for them a certain number of votes. 

I Then his heart warmed up to them consider- 

I ably.” 

; BANKERS TO THE RESCUE 

i The Royal Bank of Canada, in a four-page 

publication on India issued in December 1943, 
at the expense of either the Indian tax-payer, 
or the British Information Office, stated : “Unin- 
formed or partisan statements have given a dis- 
torted image of India as a place of down-trodden 
humanity. As a matter of fact, India has 
been ahead in the world in many of the basic 
freedoms” 

j This publication tried to impress the Ameri- 

I cans that India is a paradise from the industrial 

I viewpoint and Indian business men are harvest- 

I ing huge profits from the war. It also told 

I Americans that the British had checked the per- 

i petual famine in India, when ironically enough 

in the same winter one million Indians were 
dying of starvation in the province of Bengal 
■ alone. Probably the President of the Royal 
; Bank of Canada did not read any papers of his 
own country which prominently featured the 
Canadian Government’s offer of wheat to 
famine-stricken Bengal. 
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and missionaries too 

British propaganda authorities in Washington , 
persuaded the well-known Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America to issue an eight- 
page publication in their Information Service, a 
weekly bulletin. In this issue, one finds the 
following remark against the Indian National 

Congress '• 

“Its internal organization is considered to be 
far from democratic, with controls in the hands 
of a very small clique. Its interest in Parlia- 
mentary Government is thought to depend on its 
own retention as the best organized party, or a 
more or less permanent majority. By the Muslim 
League, Hindu Mahasabha, the Depressed 
Classes and the Independent Labour it is accused 
of aiming to make itself ‘the only party in the 
land’ as is the case in Fascist and Nazi regimes 

a result which would be a death-blow to- 

democracy.” 

This missionary publication was also sent out 
in hundreds of thousands by the British In- 
formation Service to all parts of the States. An 
interesting quotation in this publication stated 
that Congressmen were fed up with Gandhi’s 
non-violence and as a result the Congress mem- 
bership had dropped by 30 lakhs since 1938-39. 
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INDIA ABOVE FOUR FREEDOMS 

The following gems are from a publication 
entitled “Four Freedoms in India,” issued by 

‘The betrayal of Indian democracy is a 
betrayal of the cause of the United Nations,* 
said an American editorial recently. 

‘India’s masses demand freedom,’ said an- 
other. 

'What are the hopes and fears of Indian 
democracy and what part is it playing in the 
world conflict between the democracies and the 
dictators ? 

‘No Government can maintain its existence 
without the support of the people and still less 
in the face of their active opposition. 

‘There is little evidence of conflict between 
the Government of India and the Indian peas- 
antry and workers who constitute over 90 per 
cent of India’s 389,000,000. 

‘Far behind the few hundred thousand active 
members of the Congress and other parties who 
are politically-minded, stand the masses of the 
cultivators and workmen who are interested not 
in politics but in their crops, and, once the day’s 
work is over, in the goings of their neighbours 
in a circle of five miles around. 
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‘The politically-minded are essentially the 
urban intelligentsia. 

..‘Defining a town as a unit with a population 
of 4,000 and upwards and assuming as one must 
in India, that women and children below 15 
years are not interested in politics, the 1931 
census showed : 13,500,000 male Hindus living 
in towns ; 5,800,000 male Muslims living in 
towns. 

‘This gives a rough total of 20,000,000. 

‘As the population as a whole has increased 
15 per cent since the 1931 census, we may assume 
that some 23,000,000 people in India are potenti- 
ally politically -minded. 

‘This leaves some 366,000,000 who are not. 

‘This may or may not be a regrettable fact 
but it is not one which originated with the Bri- 
tish occupancy of India ; throughout India's 
history kings and conquerors have come and 
gone, armies have fought and bled, while the 
peasantry has gone . about its daily tasks. The 
ruling and the fighting was done by the priestly 
and warrior castes, not by the people. 

‘During the political disturbances of August 
and September, the cultivator went on ploughing 
his field around his quiet village and the work- 
man went on at his lathe. 
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‘What is the force that holds the G-orern- 
ment of India and the mass of the Indian people 
together ? 

‘The Atlantic Charter guarantees four free- 
doms to the world of the post-war future. 

‘Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Eeligion, 
Freedom from Fear and Freedom from Want, 

‘It may be necessary to promise the first 
three of these freedoms to other countries, but 
India has already been enjoying them for over a 
hundred years. 

‘■Freedom of Speech. Having little persistent 
interest in politics, the peasant’s great object is 
to have his say in the matters of crops, irriga- 
tion, land revenue and the general welfare of 
his village. One has only to go through the 
records of the district officers and the numerous 
petitions to the commissioners, to provincial 
governments and to the Governors, to see how 
freely the people exercise the right of free speech 
and to see how prompt has been governmental 
action in response. 

‘Freedom from Fear. This is closely coupled 
with freedom of speech, and with the absence of 
threats of invasion. During the last 150 years, 
the tiller of the soil has experienced no invasion, 
has been protected from .priminal and lawless 
elements, and has enjoyed the fruits of peace 
and stable government. ! 


20 BRITISH PROPAGANDA IN AMERICA 

‘Freedom from Want. This is an ideal not 
attained by any country in the world hitherto. 
All Governments have made varying ejfforts to 
secure it for their people, the Government of 
India far from least. 

‘Floods, drought and pestilence (none of which 
are political in origin) bring fear of want to 
India’s masses.’ 

While in this essay British propaganda tried 
to prove that very few Indians were interested 
in politics and that their interest was solely 
confined to a radius of five miles from their 
village, in another circular they told the 
American people that the Indian farmers and 
labourers knew all about the designs of Hitler 
and Tojo and that they occasionally burnt the 
efSgies of both. 

GANDHIJI’S PAST 

In another confidential publication entitled 
Why is Gandhi fasting^ British propaganda 
told the Americans that Gandhi’s fast would 
only help the Japanese. The publicity for Gan- 
dhi’s fast could not help the freedom of India. 
His fast was likely to lead to disturbances. He 
doubtless hopes that his picturesque parapher- 
nalia of goat’s milk and loin-cloth will attract 
its usual headlines in the outside world and thus 
renew attention to the Congress Party’s demand 
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for independence. If publicists devote columns 
to his fast, Gandhi will have attained his first 
objective. "The author of this clumsy propa- 
ganda first claimed that the fast would not help 
the freedom of India and then within five lines 
contradicts himself bj'' admitting that it would 
“renew attention to the Congress Party’s demand 
for independence.” 

In defence of the British refusal to Indianize 
the Viceroy’s Executive Council, propaganda 
agents told Americans : “As long as there are 
in the Executive Council four British members 
who can be relied on to treat communal issues 
on their merits, the actual representation of 
Indian parties and interests in the Council is a 
question of minor importance ; remove the Bri- 
tish members and the question at once assumes 
major importance.” 

LOSS OF FACE. 

“Why did the Viceroy refuse to allow 
Rajagopalachari to see Gandhi’?’ was the text 
of another bright confidential publication sent out 
for the use of British propagandists in America. 
Among the reasons given were ; 

‘There is no evidence that Jinnah has request-^ 
ed Rajagopalachari to see Gandhi with a view to 
a compromise, the evidence of Jinnah’s recent 
declarations points the other way. 
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‘Sporadic incidents in the civil disobedience 
movement still continue and public opinion, 
especially Muslim opinion, associates these inci- 
dents with the Congress Party. 

‘Gandhi for all practical purposes is the 
Congress Party ; the Party has never once in the 
long run succeeded in any attempt to act against 
Gandhi’s wishes. 

‘Permission to interview Gandhi would at 
once be taken in India to mean that Government 
was beaten and considering negotiations with 
the Congress Party. No Western country can 
appreciate the significance of loss of face in an 
Asiatic country. . , 

“Those in self-proclaimed open rebellion’ wouldi 
just at a moment when their movement was at, 
its lowest ebb, receive tremendous encourage- 
ment ; they would believe at once that then 
violence had succeeded and that ‘just a little 
more’ was all that was needed to win through. 
The movement would be rekindled. The Muslims 
and other minoriti^ and the overwhelming nia^ 
of India which are standing aloof from the dis-, 
obedience movement and which looks to Govern- 
ment for law, order and the prosecution to 
victory of the war against the Axis would be 
cons,temated. 

‘Don’t forget that to recognize the Congress 
Party’s claim to speak for the whole of India, 
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and allow them to form a Government without 
agreement with the other parties, would mean 
that British bayonets would be required to; keep 
the Congress Party Government in office.’ 

WHY NO GANDHI-JINNAH INTERVIEW 

In a confidential circular entitled, Shvidd 
Gandhi he allowed to see Jinnah. British propa- 
ganda, even as late as May 26, 1943, told the 
Americans that Gandhi had not condemned the 
disturbances ; had this disobedience secured the 
support of the Indian people and had they been 
successful a Japanese occupation of India would 
have followed. The truth was that Gandlnji 
had condemned the disturbances as early as 
September 1942 and yet after eight months the 
Mahatma was being painted as a supporter of 
violence. 

The circular went on to say : 

‘To permit Mr. Gandhi to write to Mr. Jinnah 
would be to start a claim which could only in 
the end release the detained leaders without any 
assurance and at a time when their sabotage 
move was dead. 

‘A letter to Mr. Jinnah would be likely to be 
followed by a request on plausible ground for 
Mr. Gandhi to consult his other detained col- 
leagues on receipt of the answer. He might say 
that he could only open diaoumfon for % 
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settlement’ as a free man and there would 
then follow an agitation for the release 
of the whole group. The party leaders would 
then have been unconditionally set free without 
renunciation of their programme and civil dis- 
obedience movement revivified. 

‘The real issue is far wider than the question 
of facilities for discussion between Mr. Jinnah 
and Mr. Gandhi. In reality the interests not 
only of the defence of India but of victory for 
the United Nations are at stake and the Govern- 
ment of India could not take a step which could 
seriously injure the successful prosecution of 
the war.’ 

JINN AH’S WINDOW-DRESSING 

British propaganda in defence of their atti- 
tude in refusing to deliver Gandhi’s letter to Mr. 
Jinnah said: “Mr. Jinnah’s recent suggestion 
that Mr. Gandhi should open negotiations was 
political window-dressing on Mr. Jinnah’s part 
since he could foresee that the Government of 
India would never allow it and that he would in 
fact be called upon to face the hazards of nego- 
tiation.” 

LIKE THE U. S. ! 

In yet another ridiculous news release the 
Imperial propaganda machine told Americans 
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that the G-overnments in the N.-W. F. Province 
and Assam, etc., “have approximately the 
same powers as a State of the United States.” 
A well-informed commentator who knew that 
the Government in the Frontier Province was a 
Government of the minority party, while a 
nximber of members of the majority party. Cong- 
ress, were held in detention, told me in Detroit : 
“The British are very anxious to pretend 
that they have established a democratic Govern- 
ment in the Frontier Province, but how on earth 
do they compare it to that of a State in the 
United States ? In our country there is not a 
single instance of a minority Government forced 
on the majority kept behind prison bars.” This 
publication had the following headlines 

1. 115,000,000 Indians govern themselves. 

2. Provincial autonomy at work in six 
provinces. 

3. Significance of IT.-W. F. Province’s return 
to popularly elected ministry. 

RETARDING VICTORY ! 

An interesting but insiduous confidential 
circular to British propagandists in America 
with the caption Will Independence hasten or 
retard victory ? stated : “If acting under well- 
intentioned but uninformed outside pressure, the 
British Government were to support a political 
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settlement which was denounced as a betrayal 
of Muslim, or Sikh, or Hindu rights, this would 
be followed by communal bloodshed on a serious 
scale which could not but create a serious con- 
flict of loyalties in the minds of large numbers 
of the Indian Army, today numbering over 
1,500,000 volunteers and increasing at the rate 
of 70,000 men a month. 

‘The relations between men who should be 
comrades in arms would be seriously strained 
and they would always be despondently won- 
dering what was happening to their families 
back in their village. The Army might either 
become unreliable or melt away to its villages. 

‘Thus any political settlement imposed from 
the outside against the wishes of any leading 
Indian party might put out of the war one of 
the United Nations’ most powerful and proven 
Armies. . Would that hasten victory f 

THAT ‘NO’ TO PHILLIPS 

‘In their defence of their refusal to permit 
William Phillips to see Mahatma Gandhi, 
British propaganda told Americans : “The Gov- 
ernment of India is anxious to do nothing which 
would damp the entiiusiasm of all those wide 
and powerful sections of India which are giving 
such splendid co-operation in the war effort, 

‘In the eyes , of these sections, at least one 
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preliminary is necessary before negotiations can 
be opened with Mr. Gandhi, namely that Mr. 
Gandhi should disown last year’s acts of violence 
and terrorism. 

‘Negotiations opened without this prelimin- 
ary would be regarded as a victory for their 
instigators.’ 

This lame excuse was invented despite the 
fact that, as already pointed but, the Mahatma 
had strongly condemned violence eight months 
before Mr. Phillips was refused the interview. 
I refer to Gandhij I’s letter of September 23, 1942 
to Lord Linlithgow, against the suppression of 
which Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Rajagopa- 
lachari had protested. 



! 



CHAPTER III 


A NOBEL PRIZE ESSAY 


the Muslims have a right to he in India, 
the British have a^so”— BRITISH PROPAGANDA 
GEM. 


"■Every Englishman today fully subscribes 
to the ideology which lays down that it is wrong 
or one race to rule another against its will"— 
ESSENTIALS OP THE INDIAN PROBLEM. 


"British traders and soldiers acquired India 
between 1600 and 1857 ; the conception that the 
conquest or rule of one race by another was wrong, 
did not then BRITISH APOLOGIA ISSUED 

TO AMERICANS. 


No argument is too ridiculous to bluflf the 
Americans about India. What are the essentials 
of the Indian problem ? Indians would say, the 
need for early freedom, internal peace, etc. Most 
Americans would say the same. But the 
British in America have to save face, save 
their prestige, save their privileges. The 
result is that they over-reach themselves in their 
apologia for their continued occupation of India. 


A NOBEL PRIZE ESSAY 


29 


Such an apologia was issued in the XJ. S. some I 

time ago. The publication covers twelve fools- I? 

cap, single-spaced, pages and is entitled, | 

Esssentials of the Indian problem. It makes | 

two astounding claims. One is : “If the Muslims | 

have the right to be in India, the British have I 


also.*’ After five lines follows the naive declara- 
tion . “Every Englishman today fully sub- 
scribes to the ideology which lays down that it 
is wrong for one race to rule another against 
its will.” No British spokesman has ever made 
this confession on the floor of the Indian Legis- 
lature, nor have any of the numerous declara- 
tions and proclamations made on behalf of the 
British Government ever whispered a word of 
this sentiment. But necessity knows no limits — 
in America. Here are passages of abiding 
interest : 


IF INDIANS RULED EUROPE ! 

‘One way to understand the general situation 


in India is to take an analogy, with the cau- 
tion that no analogy should be pressed too far. 

‘Let us imagine that Indian traders found 
it profitable to set up trading stations in Italy 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries ; 
Italy throughout that period was constantly in 
the throes of warfare between the innumerable 
States into which it was divided ; since Europe 
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as a whole owed a vague suzerainty to the Holy 
Roman Emperor the Indian traders duly sought 
his protection and secured licences to trade 
from him. The Indian traders found the 
Emperor unable to protect them and their trade 
was frequently interrupted by local warfare, 
so that they were led to fortify their factories 
which they defended with Indian soldiers ; the 
neighbouring Italian States soon learned the 
fighting value of these Indian soldiers and in 
some cases began to enlist their services as allies ; 
in the event of victory greater trading facilities 
were granted or territorial requisitions were 
made, in addition to which the Indian traders 
learned that there were other benefits to be ob- 
tained by acquiring actual territorial possessions 
rather than more trading rights. 

‘To telescope a long story, the Indians who 
first came to trade became embroiled in European 
politics and in the course' of time they became 
one of the European military powers — in the end 
the paramount power — this, let us say, by 1857, 

‘Let us imagine, the whole of the European 
continent ruled by a foreign Indian Government 
since 1857 ; what would have been the effects on 
Europe. 

‘In the first place, there would have been 
heftween Prussia and Austria in 1866 ; no 
RraSteCfrpmssian war of 1870 ; no Balkan 
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War ; no G-reat War of 1914-18 ; and no Second 
World War of 1939. 

“GIFT” OF COMMON LANGUAGE 

‘The Indians (whom we imagine to have 
conquered Europe) formed a central administra- 
tion which required a large Civil Service and 
although at first the higher positions were re- 
served for Indians, from the beginning thousands 
of secondary positions gave -employment to Euro- { 

peans. As the Indian administration was con- I 

ducted in Hindustani, all Europeans desirous of [ 

government employment had to learn this Ian- 
guage ; Indian trading houses which came over ! 

in ever greater numbers and established business I 

up and down the Continent from Cracow to | 

Barcelona conducted their work in Hindustani. ^ 

which thus became the common language for vif- ^ 

tually all educated Europeans, so that for the I 

first time Finns in the north could converse freely | 

with Spaniards in the south, and French in the 
west could conveise freely with Bulgarians in the 
east. 

The Indians invested large sums in develop- 
ing European products and they established 
freedom * of trade throughout this great area ; 

^ they built roads, canals and railroads where 
none had been before. 

‘What would the consequences have been if 
^ this picture were real and not imaginary ? 
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‘Surely that as time went on the diverse 
races of Europe— the Rumanians, Turks, 
Greeks, Portuguese, Swedes, Estonians, Germans 
and French — would have begun to think of 
themselves less as Rumanians, Turks, Greeks, 
Portuguese, etc., and more and more as Euro- 
peans ; they would for the first time have begun 
to consider their affairs from the viewpoint of 
Europe as a whole ; once this idea had begun to 
establish itself, parallel with it would have come 
the consciousness of the difference of their civil- 
ization from that of their foreign rulers, the 
Indians. 

'A European Nationalist Movement would 
have been born. Agitation for a greater share 
of Europeans in the Indian administration would 
have been followed by demands for an equal 
status for Europe in the Indian Empire. 

HOW DISPUTES WERE REVIVED 

'History suggests that nobody in possession 
of something readily gives it up. Consequently 
the agitation would have lasted with growing 
impetus for many years ; but we can imagine 
the Indians realizing that the strength of the 
European nationalist demand was growing and 
that the Indian Empire would be more likely 
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to survive if it were converted into an Indian 
Commonwealth of Nations, in which Europe 
would be a partner. The Indian rulers granted 
various constitutional reforms, recruited up to 
fifty per cent of the higher civil servants from 
the Europeans, and finally committed themselves 
to Dominion Status for Europe. 

“As soon as the Europeans realized that 
home rule was not some distant ideal but might 
be expected within a few years, some of their 
old animosities began to revive ; the French, for 
example, disliked the idea of being numerically 
in the position of a minority to their traditional 
enemy the Germans, within the framework of 
government with democratic majority rule ; other 
minorities also asked for safeguards ; friends 
of the foreign Indian Government maintained 
that as long as the quarrels between the Euro- 
peans over minority safeguards continued, the 
Indians could not grant them Dominion status ; 
critics of the Indian Government maintained 
that they took advantage of these divisions to 
continue autocratic rule undisturbed. 

“This analogy, if not pressed too closely, 
gives a broad picture of the situation in India.” 

WHAT THE BRITISH DID 

“British traders who went to India establish- 
• ed their factories under licences from the 
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Moghal Empieror, they sought his protection • 
found it of no avail : and fortified their factories. 
They became embroiled in Indian politics, and 
eventually became the paramount power in the 
continent. Before the pressure of Indian na- 
tionalist opinion, the British conceded reforms, 
which beginning modestly, culminated in the 
G-bvernment of India Act of 1935, the first part 
of which came into force in 1937. The federa- 
tion of British India with the Indian States — the 
second part of the Act — was delayed by almost 
universal objections to it. The Act reserved seats 
in the Central Legislature for minorities 
and while orthodox Hindus would have got the 
biggest single representation, they would have 
had to form a coalition government with one or 
other of the minorities ; this they considered 
unfair ; the Muslims, on the other hand, objected 
because they thought their interests were 
inadequately safeguarded. Further action to 
carry out this part of the Act was shelved for 
the duration of the war.” 

BLESSINGS OP BRITISH PEACE ! 

“In the world today, Britain is frequently 
called upon to justify her position in India. The 
fundamental justification for the presence of the 
British *in India is not the benefits in the way 
of commercial and industrial development, irri- 
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gation, roads, railways, etc., conferred on India ; 
nor can it be claimed that the blessings of Bri- 
tish peace constitute an ultimate justification for 
the British in India ; these benefits are undoubted 
and must be taken into account in estimating 
what Britain has done in India ; for example, 
India’s 62,000,000 artificially irrigated acres 
cover the biggest artificially irrigated system 
in the world; her 42,000 miles of railroads 
form the biggest railroad system in Asia 
and the third biggest in the woidd — only 
the American and Russian systems take 
precedence ; these facts must be taken into 
account, but if they are made the fundamental 
justification, they are open to the fair comment 
that capital was not invested, irrigation works 
were not established and roads were not built 
by British philanthropists simply for the benefit 
of the poor Indians — they gave a financial 
return. 

“The fundamental justification for the pre- 
sence of the British in India must be sought in 
the facts of history. 

“The British conquered India by force ; this 
irrefutable fact cannot be slurred over ; in the 
course of the last 30 years or so an ideology has 
been developed which maintains that it is wrong 
for one nation to conquer another, or for one 


race to rule another ; few people today quarrel 
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with this view ; but it cannot be applied to those 
British traders and soldiers who acquired India 
between 1600 and 1857 ; the conception that the 
conquest or rule of one race by another was 
wrong did not then exi-:t and would have been 
incomprehensible ; these British traders and 
soldiers merely did to India what the Hellenes 
did to Greece, the Romans to Europe, the Anglo- 
Saxons to England, the Normans to the Anglo- 
Saxons. and the Muslims to India. Nobody 
dreams of attributing moral blame to the Hel- 
lenes, Normans, Anglo-Saxons and Muslims. 

“If the Muslim^ have a right to be in India 
the British have also. In times when the right 
of the conqueror was disputed by no one, the 
British conquered India. Any defence of the 
British position in India must, therefore, start 
from the historical fact that they have been in 
India some 300 years. 

“The British Government and every English- 
man today fully subscribes, to the ideology which 
lays down that it is wrong for one race to rule 
another against its will, and the British Govern- 
ment is committed irrevocably to recognizing 
any constitution, carrying with it complete 
independence if desired, drawn up by Indians 
without outside interference as soon as the war 
is won.’* 


CHAPTEB IV 


INDIAN “STOOGES” 

“f have not read any of the (Propaganda) 
books, I merely sign the bills”— SIB, GIRJA 
SHANKEB BAJPAI IN AN INTEBVIEW WITH 
THE A HTHOB IN WASHINGTON D. G. 

-St* ' .■ 

“■Bengalis have always been dying of famine, 
there is nothing new in the famine situation”— 
BAJPAI TOLD HIS COUNTRYMEN. 

; '»■ 

I asked Sir Girja Shanker Bajpai, Indian 
Government’s Agent-General in the United States 
of America, how a man of his talent and culture 
could agree to publish books and leaflets against 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress. He replied 
very politely : “I have not read any of the 
books, nor do I scrutinize any propaganda 
material. I merely sign the bills.” The readers 
can very well judge this former member of the 
Governor-General’s Executive Council protest- 
ing his innocence. Is he paid only to sign ? 
Why does he sign ? 

Under Bajpai’s direct supervision, thousands 
of pages of poisonous propaganda against India 
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and her leaders have been published at the cost 
of the Indian tax-payer. The strong and natural 
anti-Japanese feeling in America is exploited to 
describe Mahatma Gandhi and other Congress 
leaders as defeatists and agents of Japan. The 
least bit of criticism appearing in any obscure 
paper in India is eagerly picked up and purveyed 
to American readers by means of hundreds of 
thousands of leaflets for the sole purpose of dis- 
crediting Gandhiji and the Congress. This is the 
special responsibility of the department over 
■which Bajpai presides. The air mail brings an 
unending stream of the right stuff from India 
where a huge “Information" department is main- 
tained for the purpose. The air mail reaches in 
a matter of a week. 

What is more, copies of anti-Gandhi and 
anti-Congress newspapers are regularly flown 
out to America from India and there distributed 
gratis to a special list of business men, politicians 
and journalists whose opinion it may be import- 
ant to cultivate I They also go to the State 
Department. I myself saw several copies of a 
journal which is of no significance in India (and 
no circulation either) in shelves known as the 
“India Desk” of the State Department. When 
I asked where they had come from, I was told 
that .they were part of the literature which was 
lavished upon the Department by Bajpai and Co. 
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Needless to say, the journal is known for its anti- 
Gandhi proclivity. 

MORE THAN THE PRESIDENT ? 

Bajpai’s crowning achievement during his 
regime has been his visit to Canada. There he 
told the Canadian Prime Minister that there 
was no food shortage in India and that Indian 
hoarders were responsible for the famine ; other- 
wise there was plenty of food in India. He is 
said to have successfully persuaded the Cana- 
dian Government to withdraw its generous food 
offer to India. 

At a meeting of Punjabi farmers held in 
California he declared that Bengalis had always 
been dying of famine and there was nothing new 
or unusual about the famine situation in Bengal. 
He was hooted and had to leave the meeting. 

*India pays Bajpai a sum of 59,000 dollars 
(nearly two lakhs of rupees) for this kind of 
work for his country. His salary is free of in- 
come-tax. The President of the United States, 
however, receives only 48,000 dollars. Bajpai 
has one of the biggest palatial residences in 
Washington and hundreds of thousands of rupees 
are spent annually in entertaining British and 
American “friends” of Britain to sumptuous tea 
parties, usually held in honour of congenial 

•This indtidcs Ills aIlowaiicc$t , ■/ 
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visitors from India, like the Sarm a party. While 
the Indian tax-payer pays for these entertain- 
ments, ‘Indian residents in Washington are 
seldom invited to these parties. 

The Bajpais on their arrival in W ashington 
were advertised ■ in the Washington Daily News 
of July 20, 1942, as owners of a palace near 
Calcutta. The paper said ; 

“Sir Girja Shanker is a wealthy man even 
for India ; his home is considered as one of the 
finest. In their gardens in India there are 50,000 
magnificent rose-bushes, there are acres of lilies. 
I have been told that the perfume of those gar- 
dens in full bloom is something which might have 
inspired ‘Omar Khayyam.’ Visitors to Cal- 
cutta must include this dreamland in their sight- 
seeing programme in future.' ’ 

THIRULINGAM RAMANUJAM ! 

Bajpai’s tlndersthdy, T. A. Raman, whose full 
name is Thirulingam Ramanujam, is the ofiBicial 
head of the Indian Information Bureau, establish- 
ed to counteract the truth about India. Raman, 
while a student in England, is said to have failed 
to receive financial support from his parents and 
had to live occasionally on doles from fellow 
students. He took up a job to report on the 
activities of Indian students in Britain. He 
was sent to France, but had to flee from the 
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■wrath of some Indian students in Paris who knew 
all about him. He was then sent to the United 
States of America on behalf of the B. I. S., but 
under the garb of a “staunch Indian nationalist 
journalist whose journalism is unimpeachable 
for its accuracy and fair-mindedness.” (This 
appears on the cover of his notorious book, What 
Does Gandhi Want ?) 

He was later sent in 1942, on some special 
mission to India with a diplomatic passport via 
the Pacific. In Hong Kong, Singapore and other 
British possessions he was offlciallj- entertained 
and taken care of. In India his tour was 
planned and paid for by the Bureau of Public 
Information. He always travelled first-class 
and stayed at the costliest hotels. Raman gave 
out that he had come to India on behalf of an 
American newspaper alliance, but the fact is 
that he never sent a single Press message to any 
newspaper during all the months that he spent 
in India. No such newspaper alliance has been 
heard of. 

LIES AND LIBELS 

On return to the United S'feates, Raman pub- 
lished two books What Does! Gandhi Want f and 
A Report on India. These books were published 
by B. I. S., but this fact was nowhere acknow- 
ledged in the publication. They were said to 
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have been written in the India Office in London 
and revised by Miss Harrington of B. I. S. in New 
York and by Mr. Hennessy. The first book is a 
collection of garbled extracts from Harijan, and 
indulges in mud-slinging at Mahatma Gandhi. 
A hundred and twenty -five thousand copies of 
this book were distributed free in the United 
States of America. If the publication was an 
independent one and not British propaganda, 
Raman by himself could not have done it. 

The very jacket of the book betrays the 
racket. It says : “No one is better able to give 
us the answer to these questions (about Mahatma 
Gandhi) than the brilliant Indian journalist, 
T. A. Raman, at one time with Gandhi as one 
of his entcfurage and one of the leading journal- 
ists of India,” It adds : “Raman joined Gan- 
dhi’s staff at the Round Table Conference; 
thereafter he was constantly in touch with 
Gandhi and other Indian leaders, following them 
to India, where he became a close associate of 
Gandhi. It was Mr. Raman, who persuaded 
Gandhi to make his first and only gramophone 
record.” 

I knew that the above passages contained 
as many lies as there are words in it. But I 
have, since my return from America, made 
further verification from those who were on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s staff in London during the 
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Round Table Conference in 1932, and who are 
still in close touch with him. Here are the 
facts. No one regards Raman either as a brilli- 
ant or leading Journalist. He was never in 
Gandhiji’s entourage. He was already in Lon- 
don when Gandhiji went there for the Round 
Table Conference, but he did not join his staff 
even for a day. He tried to associate himself 
with the staff, but made no headway. The 
reference to the gramophone record is a piece of 
remarkable audacity, because he nearly came 
to grief over it. I have the facts first hand. 
He made persistent efforts to get Gandhiji to 
speak for a gramophone record. Gandhiji was 
reluctant. But the staff arranged with Raman 
for a royalty which was to be devoted to some 
public constructive activity in India. Gandhiji 
was prevailed upon to spare time to make the 
record, and the famous talk on “God” was the 
result. Thereafter Raman became increasingly 
scarce at the Gandhi Camp in London. When- 
ever he was asked to produce a written docu- 
ment from his principals about the royalty, he 
would plead excuses. Finally, when matters 
reached the point of exasperation, he produced 
a letter stating that a royalty would be payable 
on sales in India. A racket rehearsal ! All the 
sales in America and other countries were ex- 
cluded. Raman had won. Gandhiji, when ap- 
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proached, said he did not care to pursue the 
matter. Eaman bid Gandhiji good-bye for ever 
after that. But no wonder the jacket of the 
book proclaims him the highest authority on 
Gandhiji. 

WHOSE COMPLIMENTS 

Copies of the two books were not allowed to 
reach India, but they were sent by air to the 
British Ambassador in China for free distribution 
in that country. Many copies of both these 
books were sent out “with the author’s compli- 
ments.” They were indubitably sent from the 
British and India Information offices in Wa- 
shington, but under a cover wearing the pub- 
lishers’ name and address : 

Here are some specimens from Raman’s book. 
What Does Gandhi Want ? 

“Sir Stafford Cripps detected a tendency in 
the public to gloat over Japanese successes.” 

“Gandhi’s statements about China have never 
had the; fervour of Nehru’s and Rajagopala- 
chariar's. That should largely be attributed to 
the difference, that Gandhi does not feel the 
warm glow of admiration that most of us feel 
for China’s epic resistance. Gandhi who praised 
Petain for surrendering does not thrill to heroism 
like that.”_ 
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“Gandhi, through the columns of Harijan, 
played up every petty grievance, trumped up 
every half -true complaint and branded them as 
sinister evidence of imperialism ; e.g., the com- 
manding of river boats, etc.” 

“Gandhi is not all India or even ‘all his 
party’ .” 

Finally, Rishi Raman can also quote scrip- 
tures. He sermonizes ; — 

“And Indians who want their country to be 
free and, therefore, are determined that this war 
shall be won, must reconcile themselves to a 
final break with Gandhian perversions of their 
country’s policies during the war. Their consola- 
tion for opposition to one who has done so much 
for the nation will be the words of the Blessed 
Lord Krishna, words which apply exactly to 
Gandhi today — 

“When thy mind shcdl escape from this tangle 
of delusion. 

Then wilt thou, rise to indifference as to what 
has been heard and will be heard." 

AMERICANS SPOT HIM 

All this time Raman was ostensibly working 
as a staunch Indian nationalist. Then how did 
the Information ofdces come to take interest in 
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the free distribution of his books? Even after 
the publication of his books Raman went on 
touring the United States as an ‘independent 
lecturer, but was hooted everywhere by American 
audiences. At a debate between Dr. Anup Singh, 
Secretary of the National Committee for India’s 
Freedom, and Raman, an American lady asked 
Dr. Anup Singh : “Is it a fact Raman is a Bri- 
tish agent ?” Anup Singh replied : “Why not 
ask Raman ?” The lady thereupon asked Raman : 
“Are you in the pay of the British ?’’ Raman 
replied : “No, they simply sponsor my lectures.” 
The lady laughed and said : “That is all I wanted 
to know. You don’t repr^ent your country.” 

On another occasion a lady rang up the 
Indian Information Office and asked a secretary 
if Raman was employed by them. Prompt the 
Answer came : “Oh yes, he is,’' 

When the secret became well known, Raman 
was openly employed in the Indian Information 
Office as its head and was registered as a propa- 
ganda agent, according to the rules of the U. S. 
Government. His appointment, however, was 
kept a close secret in India for six months. Now 
Raman has lost face, 

B. S. SABMA and THE REST 

In the last three years no less than 30 propa- 
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gandists, including the Sarma Mission and vari- 
ous army and navy oflEicerS} have been taken to 
the U. S. A. to present the British and Indian 
Government angles to Americans. Sir R. S. 
Sarma, who met me in Egypt in April, 1944, on 
his return from the United States, confessed to 
me personally that the Americans were so well- 
informed about British rule in India that no 
British or Indian propagandist could fool them. 
These people merely make a laughing stock of 
themselves. 

A radio programme manager in a mid-west 
American town told me that H. G. Misra, a 
member of the Sarma Mission, was sponsored by 
the British (at the Indian tax-payer’s expense) 
to speak from his station. The radio manager, 
out of his sympathy for India, thrice asked him, 
‘What does India want ?’ so that the American 
audience might know of India’s aspirations for 
independence. But Misra simply replied : “India 
wants to help the war effort.” This radio manager 
told me that he gave three opportunities to Misra 
to say that India wanted independence, but Misra 
had not the courage to say so. He concluded : 
“I could not put the words into his mouth.” 

I attach no significance to British propaganda 
in America, and especially that carried on by 
the Indian ‘quislings,’ but I feel it my duty to 
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ask the members of the Central Legislature and 
the Indian Press to protest strongly against 
the waste of millions of the Indian tax-payer’s 
money for defaming India. Britain spends four 
crores of rupees annually to defame us in Ame- 
rica. Let her also run the Indian Agency at her 
own cost. Why should India pay for it ? 
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CHAPTER V 

KATHERINE MAYO TO WALTER 
LIPPMAN 

’■'The programme of Gandhi and Congress 
follows a reported conference at Rangoon between 
representative Hindus and Japanese agents ." — 

WASHINGTON POST. 

* * * * * 

"Gandhi is for non-violence and creates violence. 
Gandhi is for the victory of Russia and China 
and strengthens Japan and Germany .” — DOROTHY 
THOMPSON. 

, ^ ^ * * 

"The problem of India is how the separate 
peoples of India can both be independent and 
united. This is a problem which the separate 
people of Europe have never been able to solve 
though they are politically more experienced than 
the Indians. No one has found a way to give 
the peoples of Europe sdf -determination and in- 
dependence and at the same time to unite them in 
one European cgmmonwealth.”---W AlJl'ER LIPP- 
. MAN. 

» * ♦ , * * 

"You ccm’t sell rails or Ford cars to an 
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Anarchy. Httsburgh and Detroit, which sell them 
to India under British rule, might think about 
that. Anybody (in America) who imports raw 
materials from India or exports manufactured 
goods there might think about it ." — ^BBITISH 

ADVICE TO AMEBICANS. 

* ^ ^ ^ 

Katherine Mayo is unforgettable as a black- 
mailer. She was the greatest modern defamer 
•of India. But she was only the first of a long 
line of successors and the line has never ended. 
Some of the present-day American propagandists 
are more elegant than Miss Mayo, some as 
crude, all are either drain inspectors or dis- 
torters of truth. 

One can easily find out the professional nature 
of this propaganda from the vile lies that they cir- 
culate against India. Here are some specimens : — 

“The programme of Gandhi and Congress 
follows a reported Conference at Eangoon bet- 
ween representative Hindus and Japanese agents 
and the whole movement, doubtless, is being 
engineered from Tokyo.” 

“Britain is a country that has never shirked 
her duty to humanity. She has done more for 
civilization and democracy than every other coun^ 
try on the face of the globe combined. Nine-tenths 
of the worth-while things in America we owe to 
BriUdnf 
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ONLY 500 BRITISH OFFICIALS 

“The fact is that less than 500 British are 
in the entire civil government of India, Indians 
having replaced Britons wherever practicable.” 

While the writer says that there are only 
500 British civilian officers in India, Raman, 
the official propagandist of the British Govern- 
ment in a speech at New York on October 
15, 1942, ad m itted that India provided 20,000 
jobs to British people’ of whom 2,500 are in the 
civil service. This was three years ago. How 
many thousands of British refugees from Hong- 
kong, Singapore, Indo-China, Siam, various 
countries of Europe, how many experts from 
England and victims of air-raids and relations 
of British officials in India have found lucrative 
jobs in India during these four years, nobody 
knows. 

INCITING MUSLIMS 

The British editor of Washington Post 
editorially wrote: — 

“Here in America we are apt to think that 
Mohandas K. Gandhi is India. The Mahatma, 
in fact, is the leader of the Hindu Congress party. 
And this party, on the last reckoning, numbered 
less than a per cent of India’s population.” 

“It was as much in deference to Moslem 
sentiment as to the interests of the United 
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Nations tkat tke British insisted on retaining- 
the portfolio of War at Fe-w Delhi pending the 
return of world peace. Certainly the Muslims 
would not stand for a Hindu in that position. 
For it is the Muslims, not the Hindus, who 
provide most of the fighting strength in India,, 
and they would regard themselves as the resi- 
duary legatees of the War portfolio.” 

British propagandists, like this editor, have 
been telling the Americans that it is the Muslims 
who form the majority of the Indian army and 
that, therefore, the British Government cannot 
bow to the demands of the Congress which 
might create a mutiny in the Muslim army. 
The truth is that the Muslims form only 30 
per cent of the Indian Army and the Hindus 
52 per cent, the rest are Sikhs whose culture 
and interests are common to the Hindus. This 
mischievous lie about Muslim preponderance in 
the Indian Army has been spread in official 
publications of the British propaganda services. 

William Phillip Simms, a notorious British 
propagandist in U. S., wrote in the Daily News^ 
“While the Hindus outnumber the Muslims by 
two or three to one, the Muslims are a fighting 
race and could at least hold their own against 
the passive registers of Gandhi, Nehru and Azad, 
even if the Hindus took up arms.” This was 
the deblared policy of British propaganda in. 



KATESRINE MAYO to WALTER LIPPMAN 53 

U. S, during 1942 and 1943, to tell the Americans 
that the Muslims were dread enemies of Gandhi 
and the Congress and that civil war in India 
might break out any day as a result of the 
Congress movement. Luckily, there was not a 
single communal riot or hostile Muslim demons- 
tration anywhere in India in the year 1942-43. 

Mr. G. D. Birla received his share of malicious 
British propaganda. The Washington Daily 
News of August 14, 1942, carried the following 
interesting story : 

“Laws freed Birla’s slaves. Gandhi’s money 
backer hates British reforms. — ^The monSy bags 
of one of the most important but least publicized 
men in Asia form a golden backdrop for the 
Indian independence movement. He is Gha a- 
shiamDas Birla, a multi-millionaire industrialist 
described as “A go-getter with a finger in every 
Indian pie” — and he isn’t exactly one of John 
Bull’s best friends. One reason G. D. Birla has 
a strong distaste for British rule is the factory 
laws Britain introduced in India. These give 
the workman some relief from long hours and 
microscopic wages. Birla employs an army of 
labour. 

“Birla is very close to Gandhi. He has been 
host to him in his Calcutta palace nearly every 
time the Mahatma has visited the city. The 
close tie is further underlined by the fact that 
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Gandhi’s son, Devadas, is the editor of a great 
newspaper owned by Birla.” 

NOT SO SUBTLE 

Here is a specimen of the subtlest and most 
poisonous propaganda by a famous columnist 
who is an occasional guest of the British Embassy 
in Washington. Walter Lippman writes in a 
special article entitled “India” : — 

“India is a subject which is as remote from 
the political experience of all of us in America 
as Einstein’s mathematics are from ordinary 
arithmetic. For no matter how many times 
we are told that ‘India’ is no more a nation 
than ‘Europe’ is a nation. It is not long before 
most of us fall back into talking as if the Hindus 
of the Congress party are India and Gandhi 
is the George Washington of the Indian nation 
demanding independence from King George IH.”^ 

DOROTHY THOMPSON’S SERMON 

Dorothy Thompson, America’s ablest woman 
writer, a great admirer of Churchill, yet claim- 
ing to be the friend of subject nations, wrote as 
follows, on Mahatma Gandhi : “History cares 
nothing about Mahatma Gandhi’s individual life. 
Mahatma Gandhi’s personal purity is no justi- 
fication for the confusion of his mind. He is for 
non-violence and creates violence i he is for non- 
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aggression and attracts aggression ; he is for the 
victory of Russia and China and strengthens 
Japan and Germany ; he is for the workers all 
over the world, and aids their enemies. And all 
because he hates the British Empire ! ” 

“Because Mahatma Gandhi is confused, it is 
not necessary that we become confused. I am 
for the freedom of India — but not at the cost of 
the freedom of the rest of the world. And if 
Mahatma Gandhi is foolish enough to confront 
his natural allies with that choice, he is bound to 
receive only one answer ; we have sympathy for 
India, but we will not commit suicide for her.” 

Major Fielding Eliot, famous military com- 
mentator and friend of British Imperialism, 
wrote in an article entitled, “Indian Govern- 
ment takes only action possible in Crisis , as 
follows : 

“The Congress party is demanding power for 
themselves... The Government of India has made 
the only possible choice, and, in that choice, 
should have the support of all Americans”. 

An American supporting British repression 
in India and the arrest of democrats like Nehru 
should be ashamed but Miss Mayo’s cousins are 
shameless. - 

CLAPPER’S CLAP TRAP 
Bate -Raymond Clapper, well-known Ameri- 
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can journalist, wrote in the New York World 
Tdegram as follows ; — 

“Secretary Hull says that nations will achi- 
eve their liberty if they earn it. The Indian 
Congress party, whatever its purposes, is acting 
as if it were a friend of Japan.” 

Charles Brook Elliott, who claims to be a 
former member of the India Legislative Assemb- 
ly from a Madras European constituency, wrote 
to the New York Times as follows : — 

“Jinnah has some hundred million adherents, 
united solidly under one God, one flag, one 
Koran, one basic language, Arabic. Nehru’s 
followers, some unknown millions strong, .are 
split up in many ways”. 

GANDHI REPRESENTS ONE PER CENT 

Defending British rule in India a Washing- 
ton paper wrote : 

“Those who think India should be granted her 
independence by England have these facts to 
explain and remedy before they go very far in 
making their demands : — 

India has over 200 languages. 

The number of religious creeds is large and 
they differ in essentials. 

The most difidcult problem to be solved is that 
presented by the caste system under which the 
Indians have lived for centuries and centuries- 
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This caste system is the antithesis of democracy. 
Caste is regarded as preordained and immut- 
able. 

Gandhi and the All-India party represent 
at most only four million people, a small per- 
centage of four hundred million.” 

These facts are given by Gen. Sir Walter 
Venning, Director-General British Ministry of 
Supply Mission, now in the United States. 

This is just one instance of a British official 
indulging in indirect propaganda against India. 
In Washington alone there are 3,000 British 
officials stationed during the war. Everyone of 
them is a patriot and naturally a propagandist 

for England and defender of her Imperialist 
policies. 

Walter Lippman, the influential columnist, 
supposed to be an enlightened publicist on 
American and foreign affairs, reveals himself 
as either an ignoramus or a highly prejudiced 
person on Indian affairs. This is what he 
wrote in a special article entitled ‘India’ : — 

“India is a subject which is as remote from 
the political experience of all of us in America 
as Einstein’s mathematics are from ordinary 
arithmetic. For no matter how many times we 
are told that “India” is no more a nation than 
“Europe” is a nation, it is not long before most of 
us fall back into talking as if the Hindu of 
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the Congress party are India and Gandhi 
is the George Washington of the Indian 
nation demanding independence from King 
George III. 

Thus there are eighty or ninety million 
Moslems in India, as many as there are Ger- 
mans in Europe. The Moslems and the Hindus 
are at least as much opposed to each other as 
were Protestants and Catholics during the religi- 
ous struggles of the seventeenth century. There 
are also the “depressed classes,” some sixty 
million — more than there are Italians in Europe- 
who are excluded from the caste-bound society 
of the Hindus. There are also ancient kingdoms 
in India, and there are a number of relatively 
small energetic nations, such as the Sikhs.” 

“The Problem of India is how the separate 
peoples of India can be both independent and 
united. This is a problem which the separate 
peoples of Europe have never been able to solve, 
though they are politically more experienced 
than the Indians. No one has ever found a way 
to give the peoples of Europe self-determination 
and independence and at the same time to unite 
them in one European commonwealth. An y 
American' who thinks he knows how to solve the 
Indian problem ought to find the solution of the 
European problem ehild^s play. War what h&s 
never been done in Europe, both the Hindis and 
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the British have been trying to do in India». 
They have been trying to keep all of India under 
one government and yet to assure the Hindus, 
the Moslems, the depressed classes and the 
Indian kingdoms the privilege of independence. 

How difficult, and perhaps impossible, it is to 
achieve this dual result may be judged from 
what happened in the provinces of India which 
between 1937 and 1939 had complete self-govern- 
ment under the rule of the Congress party. 
Every year the Moslems who were ruled by the- 
TTin d ns solemnly observe the end of this experi- 
ment by celebrating “deliverance day.” Their 
leader, Mr. Jinnah, who is to the Moslems what 
Mahatma Gandhi is to the Hindus, has ever- 
since demanded separate Moslem states — called 
Pakistan — which would be as independent of the 
Hindu states — called Hindustan — as France 
from Germany.” t 

“So well do the Congress Hindus understand 
how well-nigh impossible it is for India to be both 
unified and independent, that when the British 
used to promise them independence as soon as 
Indians could unite, they charged the British 
with insincerity. They said that since the British 
were offering independence under the one condi- 
tion — namely, unity — ^which could never be 
fulfilled, the British never meant to get out of 
India, 
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It was not until the Cripps mission that the 
British government faced this dilemma and said 
that India could be independent even if that 
meant the end of the unity of India. Under the 
■Cripps proposal, the Moslem regions do not have 
to become part of an India ruled by the Hindu 
majority. 

It is clear, so it seems to me, that the real 
cause of the present Hindu revolt is not the 
disbelief that the British will leave India but 
the realization that they are certainly going to 
leave India. Ever since 1935, when the British 
began their withdrawal from India, the struggle 
between Hindus and Moslems has become sharper. 
It was bound to become sharper the nearer the 
Indians got to independence. For once it was 
certain that Britain was going, and going fairly 
■soon, a terrific struggle was bound to ensue as 
to whether the Congrfss Party Hindus were to 
rule all of India. 

The stakes are tremendous. The stakes 
.are an empire. And Gandhi’s demand that 
•his party be granted immediately the control 
of the war-time government of all of India is 
the one way in which a Hindu empire might be 
■established and consolidated. 

But to yield to the Congress Hindus’ demands 
would be to place in their hands for the domina- 
tion of the whole of India all the dictatorial war 
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powers plus the military support of the United. 
Nations. This would call for the abandonment 
and, in effect, the betrayal of the Moslems in 
order to obtain the collaboration of the Hindu 
party. This would have been a mighty poor 
bargain, considering the fact that the Congress- 
party is led by men who have no stomach for 
resisting a Japanese invasion and are prepared 
to negotiate a separate peace.” 

Can there be greater misrepresentation of 
the Congress case or distortion of facts than 
this ? This is naked propaganda for Pakistan, 
Cocktails speaking, Mr. Lippman ! 

I don’t mean to insult an esteemed writer 
but I have in my possession the original copy 
of a British Information Bureau's Background 
Release, which has been reproduced by Walter 
Lippman in the above article — and he forgot 
to put in the quotation marks I No wonder 
C. Rajagopalacharya says “I am sorry for 
America.” 

And here is the crowning folly of British- 
subsidised propaganda in an American news- 
paper in Pittsburgh : 

Under the title “India, Detroit, Pittsburg- 
All Worth Your Thought”, the paper opposed 
Indian independence in the following sermon to 
. Americans : , 
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“As India, China and Eussia are half of the 
"world, America can afford to take an interest 
in them, when not too busy with politics, prize 
ffghts or other cosmic matters. 

Britain is tired of India and the white man’s 
burden, and would like to get rid of that burden 
if she could. 

She already has got rid of two empires — one 
in ITTB, the other when she granted equality to 
Canada and Australia. 

She could get rid of India and still have 
enough to keep her busy in Africa and several 
thousand other places, mostly islands in the sea. 

Getting rid of India, however, would be 
different from getting rid of America or Canada 
or Australia. 

America, Canada and Australia know some- 
thing about democratic self-government, and 
have done fairly well with that knowledge. 

India knows nothing about it, and will, know 
nothing about it for centuries, if ever. If inde- 
pendent, her best hope would be a despotic 
emperor supported by one of the fighting races 
of the Punjab, who might keep some sort of 
order. The only alternative would be anarchy. 

You can’t sell steel rails or Ford cars to an 
Anarchy. Pittsburgh and Detroit, which sdl 
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them to India under British rule, might think 
about that. Anybody who imports raw material 
from India or exports manufactured goods there 
might think about it.” 

This is naked British propaganda asking 
American business to mind their cents and 
dollars and leave India to the care of the 
British. 

Long live John Bull ! 








CHAPTER VI 

BOGUS FRIENDS OF GANDHI 

is untrtie to say today that the British are 

in the way of communal agreement” . 

**»**» 

“I’d talk of slavery in India is merely playing 
with wards.., The Viceroy never exercises his veto 
even now.”— HENRY POLAK’S BROADCAST IN 
U. S. A. 

‘Ik * * * * 

‘■'The demand that India should he given full 
independence here and now is incompatible with 
victory.”— UmH BUSSELL IN A LETTER TO “THE 
NATION”. 

^ ^ ‘Hk * He * 

“God save me from my friends, I can take 
care of my enemy,” would be Gandhiji’s natural 
reaction when he reads about the activities of 
his treacherous British friends who while calling 
Gandhi “a defeatist helping India’s enslave- 
ment”, still pretend to be his friends. Mr. Henry 
Polak, Lord Bertrand Russell and Sir Norman 
AngSil are but three specimens. 

Of all the supporters of India and “Friends 
of Gandhi”, Mr. Henry Polak who lived for 
years with Gandhiji in South Africa, has proved 
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liimself to be an unfaithful friend to the 
Mahatma, who loved him so much. Polak, it is 
an open secret, was engaged by the British 
Publicity Department and despatched to the 
United States to bite Gandhi, his “old friend” 
in the back so that Americans might believe 
that Gandhi must, indeed, be so unreliable since 
he was being condemned by an old friend. 

Polak’s speeches were being arranged under 
the auspices of the British Information Office 
in Washington, D. 0. and were broadcast at 
their expense. 

“GANDHI’S UNWISE LEADERSHIP” 

In a speech broadcast from six radio stations 
Polak said that he had been seeking to hasten 
India’s freedom all his life, but it was not for 
others to give freedom. “It is for India to earn 
and take it.” Continuing he said he was dis- 
appointed with Mahatma Gandhi and other 
leaders who “claimed” to represent the country 
but did not follow Tilak’s policy. 

He told his American audiences, “To talk of 
slavery in India is merely to play with words, 
India enjoys 75 per cent freedom according to 
Edgar Snow. I should myself put it higheF and 
add that the reason she does not at this moment 
enjoy virtually the whole is because of unwise 
' leadership and missed opportunities.” 

5 



66 BEITISH PROPAGANDA IN AMERICA 


VOLUNTEER ARMY verms CONGRESS 

He went on to say “India’s volunteer army 
is as large as the actual membership of the 
Congress Party.” 

Explaining why India had not achieved free- 
dom so far, Polak said, “One of the first prac- 
tical difficulties in the way of India’s immediate 
freedom is the presence at the very head and 
heart of the Congress Party of a powerful de- 
featist and pacifist element headed by Gandhi.” 
He put these words into the mouth of Pandit 
Nehru. 

He continued, “I am not suggesting that 
Congress leaders are pro-Japanese. But so long 
as that defeatist element in the party leadership 
remains, it will be impossible for other parties of 
nationalists to collaborate with the Congress 
Party”. (This is Lord Wavell speaking.) 


TESTIMONIAL TO BRITAIN 

He then gave the following testimonial to the 
British on the subject of communal troubles in 
India ; “It is untrue to say today — whatever 
may have been the case in the past — ^that the 
British are in the way of communal agreement.” 

Then he assumed Amery’s role and announced, 
“The present situation cannot be changed during 
the war, since to do so would raise the very 
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problems, which should be held up for solution 
by a freely elected Constituent Assembly.” 

BOLDEST LIE 

Polak told American listeners, “The Viceroy’s 
veto even now is never exercised.” He concluded 
that “Britain will faithfully honour her pledge 
of independence to India” and that mistrust by 
Congress leaders had injured the cause of India’s 
freedom. 

INDEPENDENCE MEAJTS SLAVERY ! 

Lord Bertrand Russell, once a great friend 
of India and President of the India League in 
Britain, who characterised British repression as 
worse than Nazi tyranny assumed the role of a 
severe critic of Gandhiji and the Congress in 
the critical days of 1942, when Gandhiji and 
Congress leaders were thrown behind prison 
bars while Gandhiji was anxious to meet Lord 
Linlithgow and discuss terms for an honourable 
settlement. His sole plea in his speeches and 
statements was that Gandhi’s programme would 
lead to India’s enslavement by Japan. 

The Earl used to be a great anti-imperialist. 
Once he had renounced his title in his socialistic 
enthusiasm but under the influence of his young 
wife got it back again. This marriage in old 
age is also sajd to be responsible for the somer- 



openly the reason given was his lectures on 
companionate marriage. For some time he was 
hard up for expenses since due to dollar exchange 
difficulties he could not receive income from his 
estate in England. It is stated he was financially 
taken care of by the British propaganda authori- 
ties for a considerable period in return for his 
propaganda upholding Churchill’s policy of re- 
fusing independence to India during the war. 
He negotiated for a job in the Indian Informa- 
tion Office in Washington, a well informed friend 
told me. The British Information Office how- 
ever did not approve of the plan since they 
thought it would become too obvious. The Bri- 
tish Embassy, however, continued to support the 
propagandist Earl, once the President of the 
India League. What a fall ! 

« NO INDEPENDENCE NOW 

Here are some excerpts from a letter he wrote 
to the Nation : 

“Bear Sirs : The Indian situation is dangerous. 
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and if 'it is to be wisely dealt with, clear think- 
ing is very necessary. I find in some quarters 
a lack of clear thinking which may increase the 
dangers that we all wish to diminish. 

“There are some points about which we are 
all agreed. First, the Indian difficulty must be 
handled in the way most likely to help in win- 
ning the war. Second, as soon as the war is 
over, India is to have independence — as com- 
plete, at any rate, as Great Britain or any other 
country will have. The only practical question 
at issue is : what is to be done during the con- 
tinuance of the war ? I feel that neither the 
British Government nor the Congress Party is 
treating this, question in the way most likely to 
lead to victory. Many people in Armrica seem 
to feel that Gandhi must he in the right since he 
stands for National Independence. Others feel 
that loyalty to an ally makes criticism of the 
British Government impolitic. Both seem to me 
mistaken. On the one hand, insistence on im- 
mediate independence, with all the confusion 
resulting from a transfer of Government in the 
middle of a war, would probcibly end in the en- 
slavement of both India and China to Japan. On 
the other hand, the problem of India, sinqp it is 
part of the problem of victory, is a problem on 
which all the United Nations have a right to a 
voice. 
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HIGH DEATH RATE 

“The question of India is much more complex 
than it appears to many American liberals. They 
do not know that one of the points on which the 
Cripps Mission broke down was the unwillingness 
of the Hindus to admit that Moslems have the 
■same right to Independence from Hindus as 
Hindus from British. They profess to think that 
Sir Stafford Cripps’ promises are not to be trusted. 
They attribute the poverty of Indians to the 
British, in spite of the fact that the poverty of 
China has always been at least as great. Mr. 
Lotus Fischer, in “The Nation” of August 22, 
mentions that the infant death rate is 274 in 
Bombay as against 66 in London, and remarks 
that “such figures burn deep resentment, hatred, 
and disloyalty into the soul of India”. The im- 
plication that the higher death rate of Bombay 
as compared with London is entirely the result of 
British misgovernment is most unfair. Bombay 
has a hot climate and a high birth rate ; London 
a low birth rate and a temperate climate. I 
have no doubt that the British G-overnment could 
have done more than it has done to reduce the 
high infant death rate, just as the Government 
■of th» United States could have done a great 
deal more than it has done to reduce the death 
rate among the children of Southern Negroes ; but 
there is no reason to suppose that fewer children 


/ 
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would die in Bombay if British rule were to 
be succeeded by a government headed by Mr. 
Gandhi, Some years ago Mr. Gandhi stated 
that the earthquakes then troubling India were 
sent as a punishment for sin. This attitude has 
never been very effective against a high infant 
death rate. And Mr. Fischer should remember 
that there is every reason to think that the 
death rate in China, before the beginning of the 
war with Japan, was at least as high as in 
India. 

“Above all, American liberals refuse to face 
the difficulty of establishing Indian independence 
overnight when every scheme hitherto suggested, 
whether by Indians or by the British, is vehe- 
mently rejected by a large section of Indian 
opinion ” 


ALLIED COMMISSION 

‘■'•The demand that India shoidd be given full 
independence here and now is incompatible with 
■victory, and would not be made by the Congress 
Party if it thought the defeat of Japan more im- 
portant than immediate emancipation from Eng- 
land. It is this demand that creates the appct- 
rently insoluble difficulty. I believe, however, 
that a solution is still possible, though at some 
cost to British amour propre, 

“India, as an imperial possession, is lost to 
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England ; everyone in England, including Mr. 
Churchill and Mr . Amery , knows this. The 
problem is to make the transition to self-govern- 
ment without holding India over to Japan. 
This problem concerns China and Bussia just as 
much as it concerns England. It should be dealt 
with, not by England alone, but by the United 
Nations jointly. There should be appointed, with 
the consent of the British Government, a com- 
mission of four men, chosen respectively by the 
British, American, Soviet, and Chinese govern- 
ments, with full power to negotiate with all 
sections of Indian opinion and to make recom- 
mendations keeping in mind two objectives ; first, 
that the war must be won ; second, that Indian 
independepce should be granted as soon as it 
can be granted without hindering this first 
objective. If, as I believe, complete independence 
cannot be granted now without retarding the 
conduct of the war, the commission would 
probably find that some of the functions of 
govermnent could be transferred without delay. 
There should be, at the earliest possible moment, 
interim measures to produce an armistice in the 
present Indian conflict and, later, considered 
proposes for a permanent settlement. The 
British government should undertake to accept 
the findings of the commission provided the other 
three governments did so* If any section of 
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Indian opinion rejected them it would be in effect 
siding with the Japanese and would have to be 
treated as a hostile force.” Lord Russell said^ 
“Complete National Independence, even for 
the strongest nation, has become an anarchron- 
ism, since it can only lead to successive enslave-, 
ment by predatory powers. For the same rea- 
sons a private imperialism, such as that of Eng- 
land in India, is equally an anarchronism. But 
those American liberals who think that insur- 
gent Nationalism is right while imperialist 
Nationalism is wrong are still living in the 
nineteenth century.” 

ANUP SINGH ANSWERS RUSSELL 

Dr. Anup Singh, Secretary of the National 
Committee for India’s Freedom, replied to the^ 
erring Earl as follows : 

“Dear Sirs : I take strong exception to much 
in Bertrand Russell’s letter on India in "The 
Nation” of September 5. The letter needs to be- 
particularly examined because coming from a 
distinguished thinker and a friend of India it is 
bound to carry much weight. 

■m 

“Mr. Russell complains that: the American! 
liberals do not know that one of the points on 
which the Cripps mission btoke down was the 
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unwillingness of the Hindus to admit that 
Moslems have the same right of independence 
from Hindus as the Hindus from Britain.” That 
issue had absolutely nothing to do with Cripps’ 
failure, Cripps failed because Britain refused 
to curtail the dictatorial powers of the Viceroy, 
and because it refused to trust Indians with the 
defence of their land. Cripps admitted in the 
House of Commons that he never once discussed 
the minority question with the Congress, though 
he discussed it with the minorities. Of course 
Oonp’ess objected to Cripps’ plan, for it implied 
Pakistan, and Jinnah rejected it for its failure 
to guarantee Pakistan, but the negotiations 
finally broke down over the nature of the interhn 
government, not over what was to come at the 
-end of the war. 

"There is nothing in common between the 
desire of a fraction of Moslems for independence 
from the Hindus and the desire of the over- 
whelming mass of the Indians to end an alien 
rule. Hindus and Moslems have religious differ- 
ences that have recently been accentuated by 
■Jinnah’s intransigent attitude. Moslems, prior 
to the British, lived in India for centuries as 
rulera-of the Hindus and since the British have 
lived as equals. They belong to the same racial 
■stock and speak the same language as the 
Hindus. This Moslem talk of independence from 
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the Hindus started only in 1939; since Cripps, 
it has been made the pre-condition oi any nego- 
tiations between the two groups. 

“Mr. Bussell further complains that American 
liberals ‘do not face the difficulty of a complete 
change of government when a Japanese invasion 
is imminent’. Indians never asked for a drastic 
change that would involve either an election 
in India or passage of a Bill in Parliament. 
They did ask for a coalition Indian government 
with real powers given it by convention or 
gentlemen’s agreement. Russell cites Ireland’s 
case to warn that even the grant of freedom 
may not fully arouse India for the war. He 
may be right. But without the grant of this 
freedom the apathy and bitterness in India will 
certainly play into the enemy’s hands. That 
is the issue.” 


GANDHI BELIEVES IN WORK 

“Russell takes Louis Fischer to task for 
suggesting that the disparity between the death 
rate in Bombay and London burns deep resent- 
ment and hatred into the soul of India, and for 
implying that the death rate is entirely the 
result of British rule. Fischer merely ...stated 
a fact in reporting the existence of this feeling 
among the Indians, without seeking to justify 
fully those feelings. The grinding poverty in 
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India is largely responsible for the high death 
rate, and certainly there is connection between 
poverty and the government of the day in India. 
It is quite possible, as Russell suggests, that the 
death rate in Bombay, with a hot climate, will 
always be higher than in London, but it need 
not remain so appallingly high. 

“Again, Russell may be right in saying that 
there is no reason to suppose that fewer children 
would die in Bombay under a government head- 
ed by a man like Gandhi, who said that earth- 
quake shocks in India were punishment for sin. 
Yet this attitude of Gandhi’s has never prevent- 
ed him from actively striving to improve the 
lot of the Indian masses. Gandhi looks upon 
British rule, too, as punishment for Indian sins, 
but he doesn’t sit idly by. He also believes that 
India is paying for its sins against the untouch- 
ables, but he does not leave the matter there ; 
he is exhorting the upper classes to abolish this 
iniquitous system. In fact, in his opposition to 
British rule Gandhi is moved largely by the 
conviction that India’s social and economic 
regeneration is no longer possible under the 
British. 

WHY NO INDIAN ? 

“Finally, I take exception to the composition 
of the commission .'Russell propose for the settle- 
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ment of the Indian cLuestion. He suggests an 
American, British, Chinese, and Eussian mem- 
ber. If a British, why not an Indian ? Why 
should one party in the dispute and not the other 
be allowed to sit in judgment on its own deeds ? 
Let both parties, Britain and India, give a prior 
commitment to abide by the decision of an inter- 
national tribune. Indian nationalism is neither 
jingoistic nor exclusive ; it is international in its 
outlook. When Indians talk of independence, 
they mean the absolute end of British domination, 
and not freedom from legitimate international 
obligations and responsibilities as Bussell seems 
to imply. 

While Eussell is perturbed over the lack of 
clear thinking about India among American 
liberals, I am perturbed over the present attitude 
of the English liberals towards India. I wonder 
if Russell, too, is going the way of Cripps, Nor- 
man Angell, and others !” — Signed Anup Singh. 

New York, September, 10. 

RUSSELL SUPPORTS PAKISTAN 

To the hundreds of admirers of Earl Berta^and 
Russell it would be a shock to know that in his 
old age the Earl, who always believed ip, world 
unity and a World Federation, has been support- 
ing the division of India during his lecture tours 
in the United States, 
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At a debate with Dr, Anup Singh, the Earl 
declared that Muslims had a right to demand 
Pakistan and this was the only solution of 
India’s problems, since the two communities 
could not live together. 

Dr. Anup Singh retorted “May be it was not a 
sanctified wedding but it was at least a work- 
able companionate marriage.. Now you insist on 
divorce.” The audience roared with laughter 
and the Earl felt embarrassed because he was 
very unpopular in the U. S. A. for preaching 
his theory of companionate marriage, which 
cost him his lectureship in a University which 
did not like his ultra-modern views. 

A GENTLEMAN’S PACT 

The Earl met Anup Singh the same night on 
the train as a fellow passenger and told him 
“Please never crack that joke about companio- 
nate marriage in public, since you know how 
Americans feel about my theory.” 

Anup Singh replied, “O. K., if you don’t talk 
of Pakistan any more.” 

The Earl said, “It is a gentleman’s pact.” 

“GANDHI HELPING ENSLAVEMENT” 

In a letter to the “New York Times,” Bussell 
charged Mahatma Gandhi of helping Japanese 
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conquest and India’s enslavement.” Here are- 
some excerpts from the letter : 

“As a past president of the India League in. 
England and a supporter for many years of the 
movement for Indian self-government, I feel that 
I should make clear my strong opposition to the 
present policy of Mr. Gandhi. 

“I ardently desire freedom for India, and I 
consider that Mr. Gandhi’s policy is likely to- 
assist Indian’s enslavement. I hope that the 
British Government will grant India complete 
independence, and not merely dominion status,, 
when the war ends, and I should favour the 
immediate granting of such civil independence 
as is compatible with the military necessities 
of India and all the other threatened nations. 

“Complete independence is not possible among 
nations involved in modern war. 

“Mr. Gandhi’s movement is calculated to 
hinder the Victory of the United Nations and 
to assist Japanese conquest not only of India 
but also of China. Whoever supports this 
movement is no friend of either India or China.” 

Now the Earl is staging another somersault,, 
but India will not be fooled again. We prefer 
honest enemies to treacherous friends. I honour 
Churchill more than any bogus friends of India 
like Polak and Bertrand Russell or a bogus 
socialist like Sir Stafford Cripps. 


CHAPTER VII 


APOLOGIA FOR CONQUEST 

The word ‘Empire’ stinks in the British nost- 
rils too and it is interesting to read their apo- 
logia for the Empire, issued for American con- 
sumption. 

Ak Ak ^ ^ 

‘•'Britain never wanted to conquer India.” 

, ,, * . ■ ■ ‘ik Ak , ^ 

*’The more the Directors of the East India 
Company insisted on trade, the more did the 
Company’s employees become involved in India’s 

interned trade ...Moreover, India’s internal 

divisions were an obvious temptation to outside 
intervention.” —A THUMBNAIL HISTORY OF THE 
BRITISH IN INDIA (ISSUED BY LORD HALIFAX’S 

INFORMATION SERVICE) 

* ^ ^ * * 

“ In times when the right of the conqueror vsas 
stiU taken for granted, the British conquered 
India. The change in world opinion to an atti- 
tude which condemns conquest, and ride of one 
race by another is shared by the British today. 

—PETER MUIR IN ‘'THIS IS INDIA” 

* » • ♦ * 

C» 

^Peter Muir does not seem to have heard of Pre- 
mier ChurohiU’a declaration, "We mean to hold our 
own." 
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It is not quite true to say that the British 
Imperialists have no conscience. They seem to. 
have a conscience which is occasionally pricked 
by Anaerioan public opinion and it rises in self- 
defence when Americans insist on the liquidation 
of the Empire as a preliminary to world peace. 
The apologias in defence of the Empire present 
interesting reading. 

Not satisfied with their plea “If Muslims can 
remain in India, why not the British”, the 
British Information Services in America issued 
the following interesting apologia for the con- 
quest of India and. its continued enslavement,, 
based on the theme of the White man’s burden. 

A THUMBNAIL HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 
IN INDIA* 

PART I. TRADE 

“About 1600, British traders went to India — 
no thought of conquest. They obtained permis- 
sion from the Moghul Emperor to set up factories, 
and to fortify them in view of the unsettled con- 
ditions of the continent with its frequent 
wars between one state and another. Ordinary 
trade relations — like those existing today bet- 
ween the U. S. A. and India — continued fi>r 150 
years. 

•Background Infotmatton, 20S/No. 4/DM/26/5/43. 
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‘■“But in mid-eighteenth century, when France 
and Britain were at war in Europe, French 
traders in India allied themselves with Indian 
princes to drive their British rivals from India. 
The British replied by counter alliances and 
drove out the French. 

PART II. POLITICAL ENTANGLEMENTS 

“Thus, from 1757 the East India Company 
began to be involved in Tndian politics. The 
London directors constantly reiterated {hat the 
duty of their employees in India was to buy and 
sell goods, avoid politics. Neither directors nor 
employees realised that these instructions were 
counsels of perfection. The Anglo-French wars 
and the disintegration of the Moghul Empire had 
created conditions of chaos in India in which 
trade was only possible if law and order were 
established ; the more the directors insisted on 
trade, the more did the Company’s employees 
become involved in India’s internal affairs. 

“Moreover, India’s internal divisions were an 
obvious temptation to outside intervention and, 
inevitably as time went on, developed a corres- 
ponding deliberate desire to expand on the part 
of the British ; nobody thought this morally 
blame- worthy until the post-1918 era when the 
democracies developed the ideology that conquest, 
is wrong ; such an idea would have been incom- 
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prehensible to the British traders and soldiers of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as well 
i as to all their contemporaries and it is idle to 
judge them by it, 

PART III. TERRITORIAL EXPANSION 

“As the Company spread its political sover- 
eignty, its activities inevitably attracted the 
attention of the British Parliament more and 
more. Steady reformatory legislation condi- 
tioned its activities until the British Govern- 
ment assumed complete responsibility for the 
Government of India in 1858. 

“Since 1800, vast tracts of India, and since 
1858, the whole of India, has experienced con- 
tinuous peace. 

PART IV. INDIAN NATIONALISM 

“English was the language of Government 
and of business, so that ambitious young Indians 
learnt it. 

“For the first time in Indian history, the 
Pathan in the North, the Bengali in the East, 
the Gujerati in the West and the Tamil in the 
South, could trade in security across the con- 
tinent along India’s newly built 42,000 jniles 
of railroads, thousands of miles of new roads 
and discuss their problems in a common lang- 
uage — ^English. They began for the first time 



to be less conscious of themselves as Fathans,, 
Bengalis, Gujeratis and Tamils and more cons- 
cious of themselves as Indians. 

“English is the language of democracy and 
political liberty. Educated Indians read John 
Locke, Edmund Burke, J. S. Mill. They began 
to be politically -minded. That the British were- 
foreign rulers was another factor in develpping 
national consciousness. 

“An Indian Nationalist movement was born 
in a continent hitherto only conscious of its 
different states (as Europe is today). If the 
British had never gone there, it is reasonable- 
to suppose that India would have continued 
along the lines laid out in its pre-British history 
and that India today would be a continent made 
up of different states like Europe or South 
America”. 

Thus ends the thumbnail History. The 
Imperial apologist forgets that India was a 
united country even before the Christian era 
and even in the times of Akbar, and disintegra- 
tion began after Aurangzebe in the 18th century. 

“INDIA WITHOUT FABLE” 

The following extracts from an analysis by 
British propaganda of some of the economic- 
allegations in Kate Mitchell’s book, “India 
Without Fable” offer interesting sidelights on 
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the British apologia for continued rule of India. 
They were issued as strictly confidenticd instruc- 
tions to British propagandists in America. 

BRITISH PROMOTION OF POWER INDUSTRIES 

Criticism. “For approximately 150 years, 
India has been developed primarily as a market 
for British manufacturers, a source of raw mate- 
rials for British industry, and an outlet for British 
capital investment on very favourable terms. 
Her financial, trade and tariff policies are deter- 
mined by the British Government.” (Page 37). 

Comment. As the world’s pioneer in large scale 
industrial manufacture, Britain benefited by the 
decay in handicraft industries which followed 
the Industrial Revolution, in India as in all other 
countries. Britain’s own handicraft industries 
were killed by British manufacturing industries. 
The process was regarded as an inevitable and 
natural part of progress. Hew methods were 
supplanting old methods. Britain, ■ however, in 
addition to equipping India with such essential 
public utilities as railroads, roads, and other 
means of transport and communications— d!so 
developed power industries in India, in, direct 

The Criticisms ate Mtss Mitchell's and *he Commmts arc those 
of a Btitlsh prOM^gar^fst and the' teMiks In brackets a^c wine 
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Competition with similar indtistries located in 
Britain itself. 

Examples are : The great jute industry in 
Bengal which has ousted or excluded Dundee 
3ute products from so many world markets ; 

Cotton mill industry, utilising machinery of 
Lancashire manufacture ; now excluding Lanca- 
shire piecegoods ; 

Woollen Mills, competing with TJ. K. manu- 
factures, now almost excluded ; 

Boot and Shoe Factories, now meeting most of 
India’s requirements ; 

Cement Manufacture, with the same result ; 
and many others. 

^ As a source of raw materials India has been 
utilised as freely by other countries, including 
Continental Europe and the United States, as bv 
Britain. 

If the U. S. A., for so many decades found if 
profitable to export raw cotton, etc., why should 
it be considered deleterious or unprofitable for 
India to engage in the same trade ? 

One of the provisions of the Atlantic Charter 
is to the effect that all countries are to have 
equal access to supplies of raw materials. Indian 
raw materials, including such monopoly products 

as jute, have always been equally accessible to 
all buyers. 
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Except during the operation of the short-lived 
Ottawa Preferences, India has also always been 
equally accessible to all countries as a market 
for manufaclures ; Britain’s predominance as 
a supplier of Indian requirements being due, 
mainly, to superior initiative and organisation. 

Since 1922, when India acquired the right to 
fix her own tariffs, the proportion of Indian 
imports supplied by Britain has dropped from 
about two-thirds to one-third. 

PEEDOMINANOE OF INDIAN CAPITAL 

Criticism. “British capital predominates in 
virtually all important industrial and commer- 
cial enterprises in India — in railways, shipping,, 
insurance, etc., and in the tea, coffee and rubber- 
plantations.” (Page 37). 

Comment, The railroads are, except to a. 
negligible extent State-owned and State-con- 
trolled, and the capital, aggregating about 
1,530,000,000 ($2,200,000,000) is vested in the 
Government of India acting on behalf of the 
people of India who benefit directly and indirect- 
ly from the operation of the 42,000 miles of rail- 
way constructed. 

It is true that most of the capital was ad- 
vanced initially by British investors, at low rates 
of interest ; this was because at the period of 
construction, Indian capital was not. available 
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for this purpose. Even today, the bulk of India’s 
•capital is locked up in usurious advances to the 
peasantry, at rates of interest ranging from 25 % 
upwards, while the sums invested in industrial 
undertakings and Government loans are rela- 
tively small. 

Today, however, the railroads are Indian- 
•owned, and all the profits, which are substantial, 
remain in the country. 

In the cotton, steel, match, jute, leather, 
wooUen, and other principal urban industries 
Indian capital predominates, and also has a large 
«take in the plantation industries ; tea, coffee 
and rubber. Of these industries, steel alone owes 
its development to Indian capital and initiative. 
For the most part, Indian investors have risked 
their capital only in industries established by 
British pioneers. 

The continued predominance of British ship- 
ping and insurance is not peculiar to India 
alone, and does not debar a steady advance for 
Indian enterprises operating in the same fields. 

BANKING FACILITIES 

Criticism. “Another important feature of the 
Indian .^economy is that because most of the 
large banks are either Government-controlled 
or are branches of British and foreign banks, 
Indian industrialists find it almost impogsible to 
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finance industrial enterprises of which the British 
do not approve.” (Page 38). 

Comment. Indian industri alists have not in- 
frequently sought to obtain, from banks, the 
long-term capital which British enterpraes secure 
from share-holders... British bankers have always 
based their investments on the assump tion that 
their first duty is to their own shareholders 
and depositors. This sound principle perhaps helps 
to account for the fact, noted by Miss Mitchell, 
that two-thirds of banking deposits in India ai'e 
in banks under British management. A number of 
Indian banks, which made long-term advances 
to Indian industries on the basis of short-term 
deposits, came to grief, a nd lost both capital and 
deposits, thereby causing a setback to the slowly 
developing banking habit in India, which it is 
so desirable to cultivate, in order to offset the 
ancient habit of “hoarding”. 

TARIFFS AGAINST BRITISH MANUFACTURES 

Criticism, “A second feature of India’s eco- 
nomy is the backwardness of her industries. 
Except for a brief period during and immediately 
after the first World War, British policy up 
to 1939 did not encourage the development of 
modem industries in India, particularly the heavy 
basic industries which would reduce Indian 
dependence on British producte” (Page 40). 
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Comment. The concise answer to the sugges- 
tion that Indian industrial development is being 
restrained in the interests of U. K. manufactures 
is that since 1922, when India acquired 
fiscal autonomy, British exports to India have 
dropped by half, from approximately £60,000,000. 
($240,000,000) to about £30,000,000 ($120,000,000), 
owing to the imposition by the Government of 
India of high protective tariffs, and that Indian 
industries have expanded their production pro- 
rata. 

Heaviest sufferer has been Lancashire whose ex- 
ports of cotton piecegoods fell from 3,000,000,000 
yards a year prior to the first World War to 
under 300 million yards (one-tenth of their pre- 
1914 total) in 1939. In the same period the pro- 
duction of Indian cotton mills increased from 
about 1,000 million yards to 4,500 million yards. 

Steel production and associated industries like- 
wise developed during the inter- war period ; also 
aided by protective tariffs. 

The major hindrance to the development of 
India’s heavy industries is neither lack of capital 
nor natural resources, but the limited domestic 
market... India’s steel production is being doubled 
under -pressure of war requirements and if this 
output is maintained in the post-war period there 
will be little scope for imports from Britain or 
any other country. Indeed, we may well see 
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India export surplus steel to other Eastern 
markets. 

There is a fast potential market in India foiv 
say, modern agricultural implements, but this 
will remain “potential” so long as the money- 
lenders retain their grip and leave the vast 
agricultural population in a state of economic 
ansemia, without either the means or the incen- 
tive to raise their standard of living and pur- 
chasing power. 

There should be ample scope for Indian indus- 
tries, in meeting the needs of the 400 million 
people in their own domestic markets ; but it is 
the Indian usurer, not the oversea manufacturer, 
who is hampering progress. 


The toll levied by the Indian moneylenders 
equals the joint revenues of the Government of 
India and the eleven British India Provinces. 
Mass production necessitates mass consumption. 
In India usury reduces mass consumption to- 
diminutive proportions ; and the backward condi- 
tion of the Indian factory industries needs no 
other examination. 


Criticism. “The third outstanding feature of 
the Indian economic structure is the fact that 
more than 80% of the Indian people live in India’s 


r. 


92 BBITISH PROPAGANDA IN AMERICA 

730,000 villages and depend for their existence 
on what they can raise from the tiny scattered 
.strips of land which make up the average pea- 
sant holding. Moreover, the proportion of the 
Indian population dependent on agriculture has 
increased during the last twenty-five years, 
despite the growth of a few modern industries.” 

(Page 41). 

Comment. There are two main reasons for 
the increase in the percentage of the Indian 
population dependent on agriculture : 

(1) the exiguous purchasing power left in the 
hands of the rural population, after the exac- 
tions of the moneylenders have been met, thereby 
narrowing the market for factory products. 

(2) the tremendous rate of increase in popula- 
tion — eighty millions in the twenty years 
1921-41 — creating an employment problem 
beyond the capacity of mechanised industries 
to solve no matter how intensive the scale 
•of development may be. 

If Indian industries produced cdl the goods 
now imported — valued at about £112,000,000 
($448,000,000) in the last pre-war year 1938-39 — 
the additional emplo 3 rment afforded would pro- 
bably not exceed one million workers ; as against 
an annual increase in population, in the last two 
•decade of four millions. And this calculation 
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ignores the elementary fact that if India ceased 
to import she would also cease to export ; with a 
corresponding diminution of employment in the 
exporting industries. 

ITo conceivable scheme of economic develop- 
ment in India can absorb an additional popula- 
tion of four millions a jear ; and the remedial 
measures called for are social and religious, not 
economic. The State is virtually powerless. 

INDIA’S LOW PURCHASING POWER 

Criticism. “The cause of Indian poverty is^ 
not the rate of population growth, but the fact 
that India is a case of arrested economic develop- 
ment.” (Page 46). 

Comment. One of the major, and continuing 
hindrances to industrial development in India 
has been the reluctance of Indian investors to 
hazard their capital on industrial enterprises. 

Early in the present century, the Government 
of India iniifiated the co-operative credit move- 
ment, designed to finance cultivators at moderate 
rates of interest, but it will be readily appreciated 
that the Indian interests mainly affected have 
done nothing to promote this campaign, and, in 
subtle ways have done much to hinder it^^ 

INDIA’S HOARDED GOLD 

Criticism. “British economists point with 
pride to the fact that England managed to 
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emerge from the world depression in better fin- 
ancial shape than the rest of the world. But this 
was accomplished partly at least, because be- 
tween 1931 and 1935 some £203 million in gold 
went to England from India, or more than the 
total British gold reserve before the crisis.” 

(Page 64). 

Oomment. Most, or all, of the gold shipped 
from India to Britain during the period noted 
is now in American vaults, to which it found its 
way partly owing to America’s unreadiness to 
accept payments in goods instead of gold. 

For centuries India has been an importer of 
gold, mainly for hoarding purposes, and if after 
Britain’s abandonment of the gold standard she 
found it profitable, for a period, to become an 
exporter, she was not the only country in that 
position. 

To some extent the de-hoarding process was 
due to the “crisis” fall in primary commodity 
values, for which America, as well as Britain, 
must share responsibility. The Calcutta Whole- 
sale Price Index Number, which stood at 41 in 
1929 dropped to 96 by 1930 and to 91 by 1936, 
and none were harder hit than the Indian 
Peasan'Ery who, to ' quote Miss Mitchell herself, 
“could only meet their liabilities by the sale of 
their gold and jewelry, the traditional form of 
savings among the masses of the Indian people”. 
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(Page 64). Why, however, by implication, as- 
cribe the sole responsibility for this worldwide 
catastrophe, and its financial consequence, to the 
U. K. Government, or to the Government of 
India ? 

In reality, as Miss Mitchell admits, much of 
the de-hoarded gold came from the “Princes and 
other wealthy Indians”, who realised their gold 
at a profit and, in fact, invested the proceeds in 
industrial enterprises ; a very healthy transfer 
for all concerned. If India hoarded less and in- 
vested more, she would be far more prosperous.” 
(What a discovery ! The truth is, the poor zamin- 
dars and farmers sold all their gold in the years 
of depression since land income did not enable 
them to pay even the revenue.) 

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND STATE AID 

Criticism. “Prior to the First World War, 
however, British capital investment was in no 
way concerned with promoting Indian indus- 
trialisation — more than 90% of the total invest- 
ment was devoted to administration, finance, 
transport and the production of raw materials... 
British authorities were openly opposed to any 
industrial development in In^a.” (Page 125). 

> Comment. The Government of India’s policy 
was not opposed “to any industrial development 
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in, India” but only to direct State aid, in the 
form of subsidies, and — until 1922 — protective 
tariffs. To private enterprise there was no 
opposition whatsoever. On the contrary, ex- 
cluding steel — ^which owed its development main- 
ly to Indian capital and initiative — ^nearly every 
important industry in India was pioneered by 
the British commercial community who risked 
their capital in mining, engineering, textile and 
other industries while also selling Indian produce 
in world markets and British manufactures in 
India. 

Protective tariffs came only after 1922, when 
India acquired fiscal autonomy, but it is also 
fair to emphasize that so long as India, like 
Britain itself, remained on a Free Trade basis, 
the Indi an market was open, without discrimi- 
nation, to manufacturers in all countries. The 
World Depression brought the Ottawa Prefer- 
ences but} these were short-lived, and while no 
Indian industry was injured by their imposition, 
several benefited. Like the first World War 
the present conflict is giving Indian industry 
another tremendous fillip. 

BAORIPIOE OF LANCASHIRE’S COTTON TRADE 

m 

Criticism. “......India’s industrial develop- 
ment between the first and second World Wars 
was extremely slow... The cotton textile industry. 
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the first and most important industrial enter- 
prise in which Indian capital predominated, bad 
experienced unparalleled prosperity during the 
war and the immediate post-war boom ' period. 
But after 1923, in spite of a continued increase 
in the volume of production, a depression of both 
prices and profits set in which continued more or 
less without interruption until the outbreak of 
the war in 1939.” (Page 174). 

Comment. That Indian cotton mills, conti- 
guous to their raw materials as well as to the 
domestic market, need protective tariffs, to pro- 
tect them from the competition of Lancashire 
and Japanese goods, does not imply a very high 
level of efficiency. In point of fact, by recourse 
to penalising tariffs and quota restrictions, 
imports of cotton piece goods into India were 
forced down from about 2,000 million yards in 
1928-29 to 600 million yards in 1938-39, Lanca- 
shire and Japan each supplying about half the 
latter total. 

Lancashire has lost the Indian market and 
does not plan oi- expect to regain it. American 
cotton growers, whose staples fed the Lancashire 
mills, share the loss.” (A"^ clever attempt to 
prejudice America). 

DEVELOPMENT OP “HEAVY” INDUSTRIES 

Criticism. “With regard to the iron and 
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steel industry, the most important Indian in- 
dustrial enterprise outside the textile field, finish- 
ed steel production did rise from 124,000 tons 
in 1919 to approximately 690,000 tons in 1938, 
and it was estimated that the Indian steel 
industry was supplying from 50 to 70% of the 
domestic demand. But this, however, was merely 
an indication of the extremely limited market 

for steel...” (Page 175). 

Comment. The “limited market” is, in fact, 

the governing factor in relation to future indus- 
trial expansion in India. Steel production has 
been doubled under pressure of war requirements, 
and, on the basis of pre-war consumption. India 
will find herself after the war with a surplus 
available for export. This is not to imply that 
India’s own off-take cannot be increased, but it 
is unlikely that the pace of expansion will be 
rapid. 

For example, there is admittedly immense 
scope for the extension of hydro-electric power, 
for rural as well as urban purposes, and the 
resultant stimulus to production and efiBoiency 
would undoubtedly be considerable. Such a 
development would be aided and sustained by 
the \nde extension of technical training and 
experience brought by the expansion of Indian 
munitions production as well as in the Fighting 
Forces, now numbering two millions. Economic 
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Reconstruction Plans are being worked out and 
will be implemented when the opportunity occurs. 

IN DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE 

The British Information Services issued a 
very interesting defence of the British Empire 
in May, 1944, from New York. Here are some 
gems culled from this 32-page pamphlet : — 
“British institutions change quite rapidly, but 
their names change slowly or not at all...... That 

is true of the political institution still commonly 
called, in the United States, the ‘British 
Empire.’ (Why only in the United States ? 
Isn’t every Tory proud to call it just 
that ?) “It has been changing ever since the 
American colonies left it — and it was changing 
even as they left it. But in the last genera- 
tion it has changed so fast that even the Bri- 
tish have had to change its name. In 1918 they 
started calling it, ‘The British Commonwealth 
of Nations’ as well as ‘The British Empire’, and 
by now the name seems to have settled 
down to — ^‘The British Commonwealth and Em- 
pire’, which is what Mr. Winston Churchill calls 
it.” (He uses different names in England and 
America). 

“The Dominion part of the Commonwealth 
and Empire grew up in much the same way, 
about the same time, as the United States grew 
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from its original size in 1783 to fill its present 
boundaries. While the people of the young tJni^ 
ted States were busily expanding their society 
overland into Louisiana and the former Mexi- 
can territory to the west, as well as into Oregon, 
the British were settling in Upper Canada and 
in Australia, in New Zealand, in South 
Africa. In each case title to the new; territories 
was acquired by purchase, or conquest, or agree- 
ment, or by annexation, or by a mixture of mer 
thods. The real title in each case was made 
good by effective settlement. The American 
people soon ceased to call the lands swept over by 
their moving ‘frontier’ an empire. The British, 
whose frontier was overseas, stuck to the name 
longer even when the name fell into bad odour 
at the end of the nineteenth century.” 

What a convincing argument to maintain 
the Empire ! 
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HOLY LIES 

‘^Gandhi and his All-India Party (Congress} 
represent at most one per cent people of India.’’ 
— GEHEEAL SIR WALTER VENNING, OP THE 
BRITISH SUPPLY MISSION IN U. S, A. 

♦ * » :, * • 

^Britain does not receive a cent from India.” 

—LORD HALIFAX IN A SPEECH. 

« * ^ #' 

’■'India has more than two hundred languages.” 

—BRITISH PROPAGANDA 

■ ■ ■* . .. ■ m ■■ 

’■'By various tricks and misrepresentations 
Gandhi converted lakhs of Muslims to Hinduism’’. 
■—FROM “THIS IS INDIA”, A BRITISH SUBSIDISED 
BOOK, 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

“•We want freedom hut with honour and in 
peace”.— sm PEROZ KHAN NOON. 

■* ' m * . * , m ^ 

“To give authority to the Congress Party is 
inevitably to put the Party in a position to'further 
its interests against those of the majority of the 
Indians,”— A SUBSIDISED AMERICAN JOURNAL. 
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“T/ie Congress campaign in 1942 was directed 
from T' 0 % 0 ”.— BRITISH PROPAGANDA. 

“We have already put our name to the Atlantic 
Charter. This lays down the fundamental prin~ 
ciples on which the peace settlement must be 
hosed, and I do not think there is anyone... who 

dissents from those principles His Majesty’s 

Government regard themselves as absolutely pledg- 
ed to carry out the Atlantic Charter, ail the 
articles of the Atlantic Charter .” — VISCOUNT 
CRANBORNE, SECRETARY OP STATE FOR tHE 
COLONIES, LONDON. 

» * * » » 

In plain language, propaganda means the 
art of telling lies, and what more naked lies 
could the British propagandists circulate in 
America than those quoted above ? Gandhi 
converting lakhs of Muslims to Hinduism, Tokyo 
directing the Congress campaign, and the Con- 
gress working against the majority of the people, 
are specimens of political honesty exhibited by 
the holy man, Lord Halifax, and his gallant 
brigade of ten thousand propagandists and a 
few Indian stooges. Imperialism, Nazism, Fas- 
cism, and, in fact, the structure of western cul- 
ture are based on greed and violence and in 
order to justify their crimes against the weak, 
the tyrants seek shelter behind lies. They and 
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their mations know the truth and yet they in- 
dulge in lies in order to cheat the civilised world 
and fondly believe they can succeed. In this 
chapter I quote some of those holy lies from 
British propaganda publications distributed in 
America. Let any defender of Imperialism deny 
them ! 

WHY ILLITERACY IN INDIA ? 

Here is a very interesting but fraudulent 
apologia for keeping the masses in India illiter- 
ate. British propaganda told Americans in a 
44-page publication as follows : 

“It must be remembered, however, that nine- 
tenths of the Indian population live in villages 
mostly — small and scattered, so the provision of 
effective primary education is expensive and 
difficult to organise. Formidable obstacles are 
presented by caste and communal feeling. In the 
light of the difficulties and of the declared 
policy of interfering as little as possible with the 
religious and social customs of the people, 
British rule in India has no reason to apologise 
for its educational record.” (Page 33. A Picture 
of India Published by the British Information 
Services.) 

“The Muslim League dominates the provincial 
governments of all provinces where Muslims pre- 
dominate — Punjab, Sind, N.-W. F. Province, and 
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largely distributed free in the United States by 
the British propaganda agency. 

CHEISTIAN-MUSLlk ALLIANCE 

Like his co-hireling Beverley Nichols, Peter 
Muir is a sworii enemy of Hindus and wants 
them to be wiped out. He quotes “Many 
-Muslims” pointed out that there would be no 
obstacles to the smooth running of a society 
composed of Christians and Muslims. “We would 
go to our mosques on Friday, and you to your 
Churches on Sunday. We would not drink 
cocktails or eat ham in your houses, and catho- 
lics would not eat meat in ours on Fridays. You 
would observe Lent, and we Ramzan. But 
even in religious matters we have much in 
common. 

Christ as well as Mohammad, is one of 

our prophets”. 

Since when has Christ becopie a Muslim 
prophet ? It seems Peter Muir’s Khansarna or 
bearer must have revealed the great discovery 
to his Sahib or who knows it may be entirely 
his own fabrication ! 

While everyone of the hundreds of thou- 
sands df Americans adnaire the fluent English 
Indians speak and write, . Peter Muir says 
“Though their English is precise, it is very* dififi- 
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cult to understand owing to the sing-song 
inflection characteristic of Indians”. 

MALIGNS PATIALA AND NIZAM 

I have met thousands of Americans in India, 
America and other parts of the world during my 
six trips round the world, but have never come 
across an ungrateful American who after en- 
joying hospitality should ridicule his host, but 
Peter Muir is unique in his ingratitude too. A 
black-mailer does not spare even his hosts. 
Peter Muir maligns many of his hosts in India. 

About his host H. H. the Maharaja of Patia- 
la he writes : “Being an exceedingly vain man, 
he delights in any opportunity to be conspicu- 
ous”. 

About H. E. H. the Nizam of Hyderabad he 
writes, “There are hundreds of well-substantiated 
stories regarding his petty avarice. One day 
he overheard two of his gardeners quarreling ; 
he left his study, went into the garden, and 
intervened. One owed the other ten rupees, and 
as this was pay-day the creditor was trying to 
collect his loan. The Nizam took ten rupees 
from the debtor, gave five to the creditor, and 
put the^other five in his pocket, saying that that 
was his fee as arbitrator ; the debt should be 
liquidated next pay-day.” 

About a Brahmin journalist host he writes . 
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“The unobtrusive little host was militantly 
pro-Congress, and had at one time been a bomb- 
thrower. He was relatively a poor man, withs 
a large family and could ill-afford entertain- 
ing”. He alleges the Congress paid his host for 
entertaining him. 

NO FAMINE UNDER BRITISH 
Peter Muir writing in 1943, tfhen miUiona 
died of famine in India says, “Seventy years 
ago failure of rains meant starvation, with 
mortalities ranging from one to five million. Since 
1900 there has not been a serious famine in 
India”. 

CONGRESS PRO-JAPANESE 
Peter Muir quotes H. H. the Maharaja of 
Indore saying “The pro- Japanese element in 
Congress is stronger than most people are aware. 

, Many members take Hitler’s victory for 
granted”. 

A FABRICATED INTERVIEW* 

T. A. Raman, Indian stooge No. 2 in Wash- 
ington published the following malicious lie 
against Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Secretary to 
Mahatma Gandhi ; — 

“On Pearl Harbour day within an hgur of the 
staggering radio reports, I contacted the charmed 

Mn his book "What Does Gandhi want". This book was- 
veiy generously distributed free by-Bajpai infoimatlon Office. 
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^ircle. It was Gandhi’s day of silence and I 
aad an appointment with him the next morn- 
ut I tried hard to secure a statement froih 
tarn. He motioned me, when I eventually got 
o him, to wait till the next ddy. But in the 
process of meeting the Mahatma, I had to pass 
Rajkumari, (Princess). Amrft Kaux, the scion of 
^ ru ^ng fan^ily, who, in the absence of Mahadev 
^esai, was functioning, as the Chief Private 
..ecretary. The following is the extract from 
my^diary reporting that encounter. 

_ ‘B.ut. -^hat do you want him to say ?’ She 
demanded. ‘Denohnce another example of 
^nprovoked,, 

militarism which is bringing a trail of sorrow 
and blood to millions in Asia added to the 

Sniter sympathy for the 

Umted States-anything, however innocuous, 
however general f 

‘Message to America,' retorted the Eaikuma- 
, rf Japan declared war. it was Wo — 
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sion. All these people are war-mad and it is 
best that Bapu keeps mum. Sympathy for 
China ? Of course we have thought that, but 
it won’t do any good if Japan is crushed.” 

RAJKaMAHl CONTRADICTS 

In a letter to me Ra jkumari Amrit Kaur 
says, “I confess it is astonishing reading ! I am 
quite sure I never made the remarks he attri- 
butes to me. Such would be wholly inconsistent 
with my loyalty to Gandhiji and to the Congress. 

I am a firm believer in non-violence and loathe 
war and aggression in any shape or form. The 
Japanese Consulate used for years to be my 
neighbours in Simla and I often used to argue 
with the consuls against their nation’s aggres- 
sive policy and belief in war. The Consulate 
used to send me a Japanese daily, in English, 
to give me a true version of their acts and 
policies but this was at once stopped when I 
wrote and told them of my horror at their 
declaration of war on poor China.” 

“But what is the good of contradicting a 
person who has never been in sympathy with 
us and has gone out of his way to misinterpret 
Gandhiji and the Congress ? He is a p%,rt and 
parcel of dirty propaganda against us. And is 
the statement against me the only untruth in 
Raman’s book ?” 
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ARE THE EXECUTIVE COUNCILLORS PUPPETS? 

“It is sometimes suggested that there is a 
general impression among people in this country 
that the present Members of the Executive 
Council are mere puppets in the hands of the 
Viceroy who issues them orders everyday as 
he issues orders to his valet and every Executive 
Councillor has to obey those orders, in other 
words, that the whole administrative machinery 
is run by the Viceroy, and we have ho voice 
in it.' 

Let me tell you straightaway that there is 
not one of us who would be willing to serve in 
these circumstances.” 

This passage is quoted from a speech by 
the Imperial drum-boy. Sir! Feroz Khan Noon, 
delivered at Aligarh but distributed in the 
United States to tell Americans that the Viceroy 
is the greatest democratic ruler on earth. The 
truth is the reverse. The I. C. S. runs the show 
while Councillors merely sign as does Sir Girja 
Shanker Bajpai in W ashington. The author has 
personal friends among the Viceroy’s Executive 
Councillors and their experience is quite different 
from Noon’s. An eminent member of Lord 
Linlithgow’s cabinet told me that the Viceroy 
was a great autocrat and flouted the opinions 
of his Cabinet Members. A member of Lord 
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Wa veil’s Cabinet recently told me that the 
Viceroy is the greatest aristocrat under the 
British regime and holds very few meetings of 
the Cabinet to announce his decisions and that 
he never meets members of his Cabinet for weeks 
even socially. He further told me that there 
are practically no social relations between the 
English and the Indian members of the Cabinet, 
He told me something more disgusting and in- 
sulting which cannot be put into print. But why 
should a military Viceroy honour people who are 
in the Cabinet to say “Ditto” to his command 
and do not represent their country ? Why blame 
the Viceroy ? 


CHAPTER IX 

CHAMPION BLUFFS 

The king of all hired American perverters 
oj the truth imported to India at our expense to 
defame us was Peter Muir, author of This is 
India". His wife Frances ‘admirably’ perform- 
ed the role of the gueen of such perverts . 

* * * , * 

No Muslim ever accused the Mahatma of a 
charge of converting Muslims to Hinduism but 
this self -advertised ‘unbiased’ American accuses 
the Mahatma of ‘converting lakhs of Muslims 
to Hinduism'. 

• * * * 

Post Wheeler, a former American diplomatic 
official, in his subsidised book, “India Against 
the Storm” accuses the Emperor Shah Jehan 
as follows : “Twenty thousand Indians (who 
built the Taj) laboured, decimated by an appalling 
mxyrtality, for seventeen long years. They got 
no wages, only food and drink, and were flogged 
to their uprk, as Hitler’s guards of concentration 
camps flogged the British prisoners of war to 
their trench-digging," 
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-government for India will certainly he 
no democracy and certainly no pleasure for - 
Indians. It will lead to many disasters, there- 
fore, let them, have it ” — A HIEEB AMERIGAF 
JOURNALIST. V 

* * ' ' * * 

Of the several dozens of anti-Indian publica- 
tions brought out by the British Information 
Services and its appendix, the Indian Agency 
General in Washington, the two published by 
two Americans, Post Wheeler, a former Ameri- 
can diplomat, and Peter Muir, a mercenery 
American, are the most poisonous. 

“India Against The Storm” is the title of 
Wheeler’s book, which is advertised as “well- 
balanced, always readable, always informative, 
extremely valuable as a contribution to Ameri- 
can understanding of a most important world 
problem”. This book is full of wrong, deliberate- 
ly mischievous and mean lies in no way inferior 
to those of the notorious Miss Mayo. Thirty 
thousand copies of this book were distributed 
free by the British propaganda authorities in 
the United States. Wheeler claims to» be a 
friend of India and yet in the very first chapter 
he starts with the mischievous and mean state- 
ment against a great and noble Emperor, Shah 
Jehan, the builder of the Taj. Which Indian 
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does not know that to frame the flawless loveli- 
ness of the Taj, with its pearly dome tossing 
back the moonlight over the dust of Shah 
Jehan’s “Darling of the sweetly parted hair,” 
twenty thousand Indians laboured, decimated 
by an appalling mortality, for seventeen years ? 
They got no wages, only food and drink, and 
were flogged to their work as Hitler’s guards 
of the concentration camps flogged the British 
prisoners of war to their trench-digging ! Are 
the Indians any better off now ? Of course they 
are ! 

PETER THE GREAT 

Peter Muir who was engaged by the British 
during the last war was also invited to India 
during 1942. He dined and wined with the 
Viceroy and the Governors, various Maharajas 
and British authorities in India for fifteen 
months. His wife was also employed for sending 
mischievous broadcasts to the United States from 
the All-India Radio Stations. His book entitled 
“This Is India” surpasses Miss Mayo’s book in 
several instances. The jacket of his book 
says, ^“After fifteen months, during which he 
travelled fifteen thousand miles— on ponies, in 
sedan chairs, rickshaws, automobiles, trains, 
bomh^rfe— and listened ^ every Indian who 
would, talk , ito Peter Muir set down his 
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direct impressions, realising, as only people who 
spend a considerable time in India can realise, 
that no one becomes an ‘authority’ on that 
subcontinent. 

“Among other things, he learned why his 
bearer wouldn’t wear a green coat ; why G-andhi 
doesn’t really want the British to leave ; why 
the Viceroy rarely smiles ; why Rajagopala- 
chari pretends to be poor ; why all Sikhs have 
beards ; why the monsoon is more important 
to the vast majority of Indians than independ- 
ence ; why Hindu widows can’t wear jewelry ; 
why a visitor becomes tolerant of the topsy- 
turvy disorder and formlessness ; and why India 
is a country divided against itself.” 

“LAKHS OF MUSLIMS CONVERTED” 

Here is a typically base and cowardly false- 
hood propagated in his ■ “unbiased book on India 
of today written by an unprejudiced American”, 
as is claimed by the publishers (The British 
Information Services in Washington) on the 
jacket of the book. On page 168 Peter Muir 
writes : 

“By various tricks and misrepresentations 
Gandhi has converted lakhs of ignorant Muslims 
to Hinduism. Among other things he had ad- 
monished the students of Aligarh University 
(Muslim) not to study, as a political protest, 
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wMle the students of Benares (Hindu) were not 
distracted from the pursuit of learning. This 
technique could not fool all of the Muslims all 
of the time.” 

SOURCE OF FALSEHOODS 

That this poisonous lie has undoubtedly been 
supplied to this Un-American author by the 
Indian Information Bureau in Delhi, can easily 
be proved from the very language and the term 
‘lakhs’ (which is seldom used by American 
writers, they think in millions or hundreds of 
thousands). No Muslim has ever accused Gan- 
dhiji of such foolish things. Who then supplied 
this information to Peter Muir and his wife, 
who were both paid employees and official guests 
of the Information Bureau ? 

“ARREST OF GANDHI AND CO.” 

Writing of the repression in India he says ; 

“Until the war is won, to quote Hindenburg, 
order must reign. Any form of activity which 
impedes the United Nations’ war effort must be 
ruthle^ly stamped out. Luckily, the British 
have been able to keep the situation in hand 
without our help. The least we can do is to give 
our moral hackinjg tq such necessary measures 
as the arrest oi Gan^i Go.” 


CHAMPION BLUFFS 


117 


HOPES OF CIVIL WAE 

Peter Muir is confident of a civil war in 
India. On page 166 he writes : 

“Conversation at dinner only strengthened 
my beliefs and fears. The other guests were 
of the Islamic faith, and uppermost in their 
minds seemed to be the threat of Hindu rule in 
India. One and all agreed that they would 
fight rather than submit to it, and a tall, fierce- 
looking fellow, with large moustaches and a fez, 
stated categorically that ninety million Muslims 
could and would tackle three times that number 
of Hindus any day. On the other hand, a 
Hindu of Mysore, who holds a high position 
in the State Government, told me that the 
Hindus would win, ‘because modern warfare 
depends more on brains than on courage’ — an 
illuminating admission, 

“The fact is, however, that both sides discuss 
the possibility of a civil war openly. I have 
heard it debated by Indians from the North- 
West Frontier to Mysore, from Bombay to 
Calcutta. The thinking people of India realize 
this great danger, and I believe that many of 
them, while shouting for liberty, secretJ.y hope 
that the British Raj will remain.” 

THE VISION OF MIBZA 

“Major Mirza is proud to be the first Indian 
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to hold the post of Deputy Gommissioner of 
Peshawar. He said that his ancestors had lost 
in fair battle to the British, had sworn alle- 
giance to them, and as far as he was concerned, 
that still held. But there was no question of 
allegiance to Hindu rule. If that came to pass, 
and he was alive to see it, he would pack up 
what belongings he had left and take his family 
back to Persia, the land of his origin.” 

Only Major Mirza can state whether he has 
been faithfully quoted and if he is so much 
against free India, he can gladly return to the 
land of his origin— — -Iran, where he will have 
a better taste of British overlordship during the- 
war. Such an officer should have no place in 
the Indian Civil Service if he thinks 'India a 
foreign country. 

“UNKNOWN GANDHI” 

On page 177 his wife Frances, another great 
American authority on India, makes a real dis- 
covery that Gandhi is unknown in the villages 
of South India. He quotes her broadcast to 
America as follows ; 

“I have just driven twelve hundred miles 
through- the villages of the South. Most villagers 
with whom I talked had never even heard of 
QandM\ Mrs. Peter Muir does not mention 
who jafiTAnged their tour of South India and 
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who were the officials who accompanied them 
and through whom they spoke to the villa- 
gers who had never heard of Gandhi. 

How stupid would it be on my part to say 
that during my travels in the rural areas of 
the United States I found that the majority of 
people do not know who George Washing- 
ton was ! 

SWORN ENEMY OP INDIA 

That this Peter Muir, the “Unprejudiced 
American”, so fond of using that title for him- 
self is a sworn enemy of India’s freedom, is clear 
from his mockery of the American sympathy for 
India’s freedom. On page 176 he writes : — 

“When the Hindu press featured the report 
that Americans {supposedly intelligent, patriotic^ 
and of broad knowledge) were meeting and agitaU 
ing for a free India now, ^as a means of streng- 
thening our fight against the Axis,’ I began to 
wonder about fifth-column activity in the United 
States”. 

HIS WIFE’S BROADCAST 

On page 177 he. proudly mentions his wife’s 
anti-Indian broadcasts. He writes : 

“Frances broadcast from Delhi, December 3, 
1942, on these interventionist meddlers as fol- 
lows : 
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‘Quotations from the American press seem 
to indicate that the indiscriminate shouting 
about the Indian problem is becoming increas- 
ingly organized. We have just learned of a 
full-page advertisement which appeared recent- 
ly in a prominent New York paper, advocating 
an immediate transfer of power to a so-called 
provisional government, condemning our allies 
for their present and past policies in India, 
and blaming the American Government for 
inertia in the existing impasse. My copy of the 
advertisement is anonymous, but it is not diffi- 
cult to guess what body of opinion inspired this 
latest “solution”. 

‘What qualifies Pearl Buck, simply because 
she is something of an authority on China, to 
advise the American people about the problem 

■of returning India to the Indians which 

Indians ? In the midst of a war ? What qualifies 
!LiOuis Fischer, who came to India with a closed 
mind and spent a large part of his brief visit 
sitting at the feet of Gandhi, to speak as a 

iwlitical authority on the true issues involved 
in India ? 

‘China and America are deeply exercised 
about thCrStatus of India, we are told. Are the 
goveramenfe of Ohina and the United States 
prepared to guarantee that, if the British trans- 
fer power to some hypothetical Indian Govern- 
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ment, that Government will be able to keep 
the peace in India so that the Allies can pro- 
secute the war against Japan ? The mutual 
hatred between Hindus and Muslims is no myth. 
I see evidence of it every day. The presence of 
the British in India at this time is the only 
guarantee against civil war.' ” 

GANDHI WOULD HAVE BEEN SHOT 

“The unprejudiced American.” Peter Muir, 
seems to have a special prejudice against Gan- 
dhiji. He writes : 

“It is certain that Gandhi had plenty of 
time to meditate and meditate before he was 
arrested, and unquestionably he thought matters 
over very thoroughly before going ahead with 
his civil disobedience plans. He could never 
have hoped that they would succeed, and he 
knew that he would be detained, but he went 
ahead. Is it not possible that he felt the need 
of a little martyrdom to jack up his waning 
power ? The British had left him alone for 
•such a long time that his stock was declining. 
But the authorities were clever enough to take 
much of the sting of martyrdom out of the 
arrest by placing him in the Aga Khan’s com-^ 
fortable racing palace at Poona. His personal 
doctor is in attendance. In an Axis-controlled 
•country he would have been shot long ago. So 
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would those Indians who walk out of moving- 
picture houses when ‘God Save the King’ is 
played.” 

And Peter Muir does not mention the fate 
of those Americans who do not believe in Kings 
and act like the Indians while “God Save the 
King” is played. 

TRAGEDY PREDICTED 

Let me conclude this chapter with a few 
mad outbursts made in typically Mayoish style 
by Rushton Coulborn in the /SoMtfe West Review 
for Autumn 1942 in an article (which finds first 
place on the cover) entitled “The British in 
India.” This writer seems to be mad against us 
for thinking in terms of independence and as 
a punishment for our sin of demanding freedom, 
he is prepared to let us taste the fruit of free- 
dom, since he is sure that it will end in a 
tragedy for India. He writes : 

^*Self -government for India will certainly be 
no democracy and certainly no pleasure for 
Indians. It will be fraught with appalling 
dangers and will lead without doubt to many 
disasters. Therefore let the Indians have it. 
Do not suppose that India’s early future under 
self-government win be anything like so peaceful 
or so prosperous as it would be under a continu- 
ing British r^y appear to be many 
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Indians who think that it will he peaceful and 
prosperous. It is high time those ignorant men 
are given the opportunity, denied to them at 
present, of learning the truth and so reaching an 
appreciation of poliiical realities. 

“It is easy enough to foresee tragedy in the 
early generations of a self-governing India. 
There can be small doubt that there will be 

tragedy. Through it Indians will learn 

expensively and bitterly no doubt.” 

M.AJORITY AGAINST CONGRESS 

This ‘cousin’ of Miss Mayo is so ignorant of 
the position of the Indian National Congress, 
that he thinks the interests of the majority of 
the people in India are opposed to those of the- 
Congress. He writes : 

“To give authority to the Congress Party 
is inevitably to put the party in a position to- 
further its interests against those of the majority 
of the Indians”. 

What a discovery ! The Congress, the party 
that swept the polls and ruled eight provinces- 
in India, does not represent the majority of 
India ! 

Such deliberate nonsense is preached to the 
people of America through subsidised books, 
journals, pamphlets, lectures and cocktail parties 
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to defame India, Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Congress. One wonders why ? And one does 
feel that it is a pity that we should be forced to 
pay for our own defamation. 

The annual budget for Bajpai’s Misinforma- 
tion Office was admitted on the floor of the 
Legislative Assembly to be eleven lakhs of ru- 
pees. But the large amounts lavishly spent on 
joy-rides for Indian stooges to America, the 
huge expenditure on printing millions of sheets 
flown weekly from India and the cost of the 
foreign publicity office in Delhi put together 
would come to a formidable sum. The public 
men and the press of India have recorded Ipud 
protests against this rape of the poor finances 
of India. On such a non-partisan question all 
the legislators united and censored the Govern- 
ment on the floor of the Central Legislative 
Assembly, but they have so far not been able 
to compel the Government to close the Misin- 
formation Office at Washington. Let Bajpai, 
Henessey, Raman and other members of the 
caravan of bluffs be employed more usefully on 
rsome job in Germany where the Nazis are to be 
re-educated after their defeat ! 

However, the very fact that the British 
Imperialist Government found it necessary to 
■carry on a dmperate campaign of libel against 
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India and her demand for independence, employ- 
ing every means they could stoop to, shows 
more convincingly than any argument we could 
raise that India is very dear to Britain and 
her avaricious rulers will do their utmost, be it 
honourable or not, to hold on to this brightest 
jewel in the British crown. 
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Citizen 

% Mueiel LESTEE 

Miss Muriel Lester knows Gandhiji intimately. 
She was his hostess in London when he went tor the 
Round Table Conference. She has been his guest 
several times when she has visited India. And she 
knows world-opinion and the high place it gives 
Gandhiji. She is one of the leading members of the 
International Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

Miss Lester has collected her material with great 
•care and used it with discrimination. All through 
the book the reader will find very interesting and 
revealing stories about Gandhiji, In the first patt 
of the book she gives an illuminating study of Gandhiji 
which is both original and fresh. While in the 
second part she gives a biographical sketch up to 
the present. 

It is an inspiring book written by a world-famous 
writer and will rank with Romain Rolland’s book on 
Gandhiji. It is illustrated with rare pictures not yet 
imported into India. 
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IMPORTANT BOOKS 


WHY I AH A DEHOCHAT by R. Acland Rs. 

What the present British Prime Minister a 
nine other leading public men of Britain think 
‘democracy.’ 


IN A FftEE INDIA by C. N. Zutshi 
A timely reminder’ to Britain of her 
to India of her mission and a plea for the 
for freedom. 


u/tncnnis oy .mss Wahida Aziz Rg. ll» 

The first book in our “Women’s” Series, very 
valuable lor every woman with ambition who wishes 
to choose a career* 

INDIAN HUSIC TODAY by 8. K. Chauhey Rs.4 
A study of Indian Music. Musicians and Schoob 
of mmic with criticism and interpretation. 

RED BREAD by Maurice Hindus 4. 

A sequel to Broken Earth by the world-famous 
autltor of Mother Russia. 
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